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behind it, in order to prove the reality of 
its being a fluid that was in.the bottle. 

As “the faithful” advanced, they knelt 
before the officiating priests, one of whom 
pressed the wondrous pyx to the lips, fore- 
head, and breast of each in turn, but merely 
going through the motions in case of the 
devotee belonging to the poorer classes, and 
then passing on to the next in succession. 
As I did not belong to the same persuasion 
as the exhibitors, they did not attempt to 
thrust “religion” on me, but were satisfied 
with exhibiting the undoubted fluidity of 
thecontents of the pyx, after which I retraced 
my steps, by no means satisfied that what I 
had seen was blood, or, still less, human 
blood, and, least of all, that of Saint 
Januarius. :   

THE PICTORIAL CABINET OF MARVELS. 
  

Some say the gwas? miracle is performed 
by the chemical compound being acted on 
by heat. It occurred to me, however, that 
a much simpler solution might be found, in 
having two pyxes, duplicates, one containing 
a solid and the other a liquid compound, 
the former remaining for exhibition all the 
year round, and the latter presented once a 
year as its substitute. This would be a 
mere adaptation of a well-known juggler’s 
trick, often performed with duplicate boxes 
and bags. 

A stranger, in beholding the scene I have 
described, could not fail to be struck with 
the awed look of the people present ; an 
impression that the loss of his pocket-hand- 
kerchief or cigar-case would afterwards 
considerably modify. 

  

quake within human 
experience has 
spread ruin and 
death over a wider 
area than that which 

devastated Peru and Ecuador 
on the 13th of August, 1868. 
That region of South America 

was convulsed over a length of not less than 
‘wo thousand miles. Many towns and 
cities, both on the coast and inland, were 
entirely reduced to ruins, and thousands of 
the inhabitants perished. Along the coast- 
line, beside the destruction caused by the 
earthquake shocks, great devastation and 
loss of life were effected by the sea. The 
waters were observed to retire for several 
hundred yards, laying bare the beach for 
that distance ; then gathering into a huge 
angry wave, they rolled in, completing the 
ruin of the buildings, and sweeping men, 
ships, boats, houses, furniture, and wreck of 
all kinds in one promiscuous flood far into 
the country. Arica, the principal port in 
the south of Peru, was levelled to the 

    

  

  

ground, and its shipping destroyed. As the 
sea retreated, the vessels were carried out 
helplessly seaward ; when it stopped and 
grew into a vast wave fifty feet high, which 
rolled back upon the town, the shipping 
was swept on, reeling and circling on the 
water which was bearing it irresistibly to 
destruction. In a few minutes every vessel 
was either ashore, or wrecked, or floating 
bottom upwards. The American man-of-. 
war Wateree was carried about a quarter of 
a mile inland, and escaped with the loss of 
only one man. The storeship Fredonia, 
heavily laden with supplies for the American 
navy, was capsized, losing every one of her 
crew, except three who happened to be 
on shore. The Peruvian steam-corvette 
Americe was driven from her anchors and 
wrecked, losing sixty of her crew. The 
British barque Chanarcillo, wrecked far up - 
on the beach, lost half of her crew; while 
an American barque, laden with guano, was 
swallowed uv, and no vestige of her seen 
afterwards. 

At Iquique the desiruction caused by the 
inroad of the sea was appalling. One of


