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with his torch. Soon the other boys, as we 
call them in India, found their way to our 
assistance ; and then we discovered that the 
infuriated animals had indeed only just 
stopped in time; they had fallen on their 
knees, and their heads were almost hanging 

over a precipice with a drop of at least 
twenty feet. I had to scramble up the hill 
as well as I could, and gained the road 

   

  

in the East is very different 

from that practised among 

ourselves, and supplies many 

illustrations to the poetry 

and the parables of Holy 

Writ. The sheep districts 

consist of wide open wolds 

or downs, reft here and there 

by “deep ravines, in whose 

sides lurk many a wild beast. 
During the day the sheep 

roam at will over a wide extent of common 
pasture, only kept from encroaching on the 
territory of another tribe. In the evening 
they are gathered into folds. ‘These folds 
are, in most parts of the country, the na- 
tural caves or old dwellings of the Horites, 
adapted for the purpose, with a low wall 

built outside them, as may be seen in 
Mount Quarantania, near Jericho; in the 

glens near the lake of Galilee, and in the 

hill country of Judah. 

“There are two breeds of sheep,” says 
Canon Tristram, “so far as I could judge 
from observation in Palestine. In the 
northern hills there is a breed apparently 
not unlike the merino, with short fine wool, 
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again before it was possible to descend. 
The bullocks were extricated from the 
shattered bandy, which had to be left in its 
perilous position for the present. 

Arriving at the foot of the hill, I joined 
my friend Julia and my baby, whom I found 
in perfect safety. Thankful for our preserv- 

ation, Julia and I then made a vow that we 
would never try a tent life again.” 

well-shaped and fine legs. The common 
Syrian sheep is much taller, large boned, 

with a broad flat tail, hornless head (except- 
ing in the rams), and long Roman nose, such 

as we see represented’ in Italian landscapes. 
The peculiarity of this breed, which by 
some has been distinguished from the com- 
mon sheep (Ovis aries) under the name of 

Ovts laticaudata, is the enormous, develop- 

ment of fat on the tail. This is the only 

race we noticed in the southern parts of the 

country, and it seems to have been the 

breed of the ancient Israelites, the fat ot 

the tail being spoken of as the rump.” 

Both Herodotus and Aristotle especially 

mention the broad-tailed sheep of Arabia 

and Syria. The tail is simply a mass of 

fat, and is used for grease, for lamps, and 

for cooking. The Arabs fry it in slices, 

and esteem it a delicacy ; but it is very like 

fried tallow. ‘The enermous development 

of the tail appears to abstract both flesh ~ 

and fat from the rest of the body. Though 

the carcase does not weigh more than fifty 

or sixty pounds, the tail will average ten 

pounds, and I have known it fourteen 

pounds. The horn of the Syrian ram is very 

large, not spiral, but recurved under the ear. 
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