
ADVENTURE WITH A COBRA. 

spoke crossly to her, saying there was no- 
thing there. Still, she barked and whined. 
Julia awoke, and called out to her to be 
quiet. I said— 

‘I am sure Bessie would not be so rest- 
less, and disturb us in this way, without 
reason. I believe there are thieves, or 
wild-cats, or something of the kind, near 
us,’ 

Julia listened, and answered very crossly, 
‘You always think that stupid old dog can- 
not do wrong. You know there are plenty 
of the servants near, and they were ordered 
to be on the watch to-night; so do go to 
sleep.’ | 

‘Listen !’? I pleaded. 
ened.’ 

‘How can you be so childish?’ cried 
Julia. ‘I declare I am very glad that this 
is to be our last night in the tent; we won't 
try it again.’ 

‘Oh no!’ I sighed; ‘I wish we never 
had,’ 

I tried to be still; I tried to think of 
other things; I spoke very sharply to my 
poor Bessie, for she would keep barking 
and snorting in a perfect fury at some 
unknown, unseen danger. Again, in spite 
of my angry words, she came to me and 
scratched upon the bedclothes. I looked 
out again ; still there was nothing to be 
seen. Islapped her; she whined and went 
back to her bed under the table. All this 
time my little child was sleeping peacefully 
by my side; I kissed her closed eyelids 
and then determined to make a great effort 
to sleep myself. I turned my pillow, and 
laid my burning head upon the cool side; 
then I began the old children fashion of 
counting myself tosleep. It would not do: 
that dread, that horror, would not leave me. 
Poor Bessie, too, was evidently as uneasy 
as before ; I heard her breathing hard, and 
snorting ina short suppressed way, now and 
then giving a whine of trouble and discon- 
tent. JI had just resolved to brave the 
danger, whatever it might be, by getting up, 

-and going to the opening of the tent to look 
out, when I was started by a loud snarl, 

‘Tam so fright- 
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sat up and looked at her, and I saw she 
was staring at the ground by the side of my 
charpoy; the old dog’s lips were curling 
with rage, her back all bristling, and her 
eyes starting almost from her head. Lean- 
ing over the edge of my bed, I looked down 
at the spot on which her eyes were fixed, 
and I saw, in the dim light thrown by the 
little wick of the cocoa-nut oil lamp, some- 
thing lying in coils between the chair on 
which the candlestick was placed, and my 
charpoy ; I saw dusky folds moving and 
writhing on the ground ; and almost touch- 
ing my face as I stooped down, a flat head 
reared itself, swaying backwards and 
forwards with outstretched hood and forked 
tongue, It was a cobra! Oh, how terribly 
I suffered at that moment. The chill 
disgust, the deadly fear, the hatred, I felt 
for the loathsome reptile, every instant 
drawing its vile body nearer and nearer to me 
and my little child, paralysed me for an in- 
stant, and ina voice strangely calm, seeming 
to me, I remember, as if somebody else was 
speaking rather than myself, I said, ‘ Julia, 
there really is a cobra trying to get into my 
bed. Scream for them to come.’ 

‘Do be quiet’ she murmured in a sleepy 
tone, ‘and go to sleep ; you are dreaming: 
how tiresome you are !’ r 

The hooded head was rising, the forked 
tongue close upon me, the sickening smell 
from the snake was in my nostrils. With a 
loud hoarse voice I shrieked, ‘ Oh do, Julia, 
leave the tent, and send them to me’ 
And I screamed one scream after the other. 

Julia then sprang up, and rushed out of 
the tent; and I, reaching over the reptile’s 
head, and seizing the candlestick, which 
was on the chair—a heavy plated one with 
a tall glass shade—dashed it with all my 
force upon the cobra’s writhing body. The 
head fell, and, wriggling and twisting in a 
hideous manner, it glided from me. Butler, 
maty, and ayahs all rushed in pell-mell, with 
tent-poles and various other implements of 
destruction, and soon finished the work 
begun by the candlestick. Then they 
displayed the dead body to me with an air 

followed by a sharp bark from Bessie, I j Of much satisfaction.


