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better idea of her size than mere figures can 
give. We may tell our London readers 
that she would not be let down in Gros- 
venor Square, nor yet in Belgrave Square. 
Berkeley Square would take her in, if her 
bows were allowed to project some little 
way up Davies Street. Portland Place would 
be but a gutter to contain her, for she could 
just manage to steam up, scraping with her 
paddle wheels the houses on each side. 

It may be interesting to many to know 
what comparison the great iron monster 
bears to Noah’s ark. The lamented Hugh 
Miller, in his “Testimony of the Rocks,” 
states that if the sacred cubit be taken as 
equal to the length of a man’s forearm and 
hand, the most natural standard, the ark 
must have been a vessel 450 feet in length, 
75 feet in breadth, and 45 in height. Dr. 
Kitto calculates that it was 547 feet in length 
by 91 feet in breadth; so that we see before 
us a structure adapted for floating on the 
water, positively larger than the ark itself. 

Besides her upper deck, the “Great 
Eastern” has three complete iron decks, 
towards her bows, and these extend back- 
ward 120 feet; they cover 8000 square 
feet, and afford stowage for 1400 tons of 
cargo, or a crew of 300 or 400 men. The 
passenger accommodation is amidships— 
the best place to go, even in common ships, 
if sea-sickness is troublesome ; the cabins 
are as large as the parlours of most London 
lodging-houses, and the sleeping-places are 
made to fold flat against the wall, so as to 
afford a pleasant sitting-room in the day 
time. ,There is accommodation for 500 
first class and 400 second class passengers, 
or, ifnecessary, an army of troops. Imagine 
the flocks of sheep, herds of oxen, sacks of 
flour, etc., that will be requisite for the com- 
missariat of this floating city, and all this 
has been duly provided for. In case of it 
being necessary for this population to de- 
camp from their quarters at a short notice, 
this mother ship has on board a family of 
twenty young ships or boats, fitted with 
masts and sails complete, besides her eldest 
children, namely, two small screw steamers, 
each of which is to be roo feet long by 16 
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wide, of 130 tons measurement and 4o- 
horse power. In this respect, as well as in 
her internal construction, she resembles the 
fresh-water polyp, the hydra, which, if cut 
to pieces, each piece becomes a separate 
animal. Break up the Great Eastern, and 
she splits up into several little Easterns, 
shooting forth at the same time a brood of 
small but perfect representatives of her 
former self. 

Here, then, we have this enormous vessel, 
weighing above 12,000 tons: the problem 
is, how she is to be propelled, cargo, pass- 
engers, and all, to Australia and_ back. 
What human arms cannot accomplish, 
human brains perform, by capturing, en- 
slaving, and making to work for them, our 
sworn enemies, fire and water; the result 
of their disagreements being strength, al- 
most indefinite, to their master, man. 

The heart of the Great Eastern, the otri- 
gin of her life, so to speak, is a steam en- 
gine—a Goliath compared to all other 
engines. We know that when we put a 
tiny flea under the microscope, it looks as 
big asa frog. Imagine the engines of a 
small river steamer also, and we shall have 
some idea of the relative size they bear to 
the engines to which we are ordinarily ac- 
customed. 

Though apparently one set of machinery, 
if we anatomize this forest of metal rods, 
we shall find, not one engine, but four en- 
gines, each separate and distinct from its 
neighbour, and each capable of distinct 
action, reminding us forcibly of the human 
heart with its four cavities. 

Not only do these engines propel the 
vessel, but they also do the work of a large 
staff of sailors. They can heave the anchor, 
haul the sails, cook the dinner, clean the 
decks, put out the fire, smother the rats 
and cockroaches, and scream when any- 
thing goes wrong and they want looking 
to. No maid-of-all-work ever worked so 
hard, or will ever work ; and yet they do 
all this without a word of grumbling, pro- 
vided their joints are well oiled, and their 
voracious appetités are well supplied with 
their accustomed preserved vegetable food,


