
    
\\-HERE are three modes of hunt- 

‘J ing the moose, termed still- 

hunting, fire-hunting, and 

calling. There was another 

mode, which legislation has 

inagreat measure suppressed. 

I refer to the wholesale 

slaughter of the animals when 

the deep-lying snows of a pro- 

tracted winter imprisons them 

in their yards, and renders 

them only a too easy prey to 

the unprincipled butchers who slay them for 

the sake of their skins. As the snow gets 

deep, many deer congregate in the depths 

of the forest, and keep a place trodden down, 

which grows larger as they tramp down the 
snow in search of food. In time this refuge 

becomes a sort of “yard,” surrounded by 

unbroken snowbanks. The hunters then 

snake their way to this retreat on snow-shoes, 

and from the top of the banks pick off the 

deer at leisure with their rifles, and haul | 

them away to market, until the inclosure is 
pretty well emptied. This is one of the 
surest methods of exterminating the deer. 

To be successful in still-hunting, or creep- 
ing upon the moose, necessitates the aid of a 

skilful Indian guide; very few, if any, white 
men ever attain the marvellous precision with 
which an Indian, to whom the pathless forest 

is anopen book which he reads as he runs, 
will track to its death an animal so exceed- 
ingly sensitive to the approach of man. This 
gift, or instinct, seems born with the Indian, 
and is practised from his early childhood. 
It is not uncommon to find little Indian boys 
in the forest several miles from the wigwam, 
armed with a bow and arrows, the latter 

having old knife-blades inserted in the heads. 
The finely-modulated voice of the Indian 

is especially adapted to imitate the different 
calls and cries of the denizens of the forest, 
and with a trumpet of birch bark, he will 
imitate to the life the plaintive low of the 
cow-moose, and the responsive bellow of the 
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bull. Early morning, twilight, or moonlight 
are all favourable to this manner of hunting. 
The Indian, having selected a favourable 
position for his purpose, generally on the 
margin of a lake, heath, or bog, where he 

ean readily conceal himself, puts his birchen 
trumpet to his mouth, and gives the call of 
the cow-moose, in a manner so startling and 

truthful that only the educated ear of an 

Indian could detect the counterfeit. If the 

call is successful, presently the responsive 

bull-moose is heard crashing through the 
forest, uttering the blood-curdling bellow or 

roar, and rattling his horns against the trees 

in challenge to all rivals, as he comes to the 
death which awaits him. Should the imita- 
tion be poor, the bull will either not respond 
at all, or approach in a stealthy manner and 

retire on discovery of the cheat. Moose- 
calling is seldom attempted by white men, 
the gift of calling with success being rare 
even among the Indians. 

Fire-hunting, or hunting by torchlight, is 

practised by exhibiting a bright light, formed 
by burning bunches of birch bark, in places 
known to be frequented by moose. The 

brilliant light seems to fascinate the animal, 
and he will readily approach within range 

of the rifle. The torch placed in the bow 

of a canoe is also used asa lure on a lake 

or river, butis attended with considerable 
danger, as a wounded, or enraged moose, 

will not unfrequently upset the canoe. 

Still-hunting can be practised in Septem- 
ber, and all through the early winter months, 

until the snow becomes so deep that it 
would be a sin to molest the poor animals, 

The months of September and October are 
charming months for camping out, and the 

moose are then in fine condition, and great 
skill and endurance are called for on the part 

of the hunter. The moose possesses a vast 

amount of pluck, and when once started on 

his long, swinging trot, his legs seem tireless, 
and he will stride over boulders and windfalls 

at a pace which soons distances his pursuers.


