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ESCAPE OF THE “/UNO.” 

‘T believe in an instant such a change in 

people was never seen—every officer and 

man was at his duty ; and I do believe, with- 

in three minutes every sail in the ship was 

set, and the yards braced ready for casting. 

The steady and active assistance of Lieu- 

tenant Turner and all the officers prevented 

any confusion in our critical situation ; and 

as soon as thecable was taut, I ordered it 

to be cut, and had the good fortune to see 

the ship start from the shore. The head 

sails were filled ; a favourable flaw of wind 

coming at the same time gave her good way, 

and we had every prospect of getting out if 

the forts did not disable us. To prevent 

our being retarded by the boats, I ordered 

them to be cut adrift, as also the French 

boat. 
‘The moment the brig saw us begin to 

loose sails, we could plainly perceive she 

was getting her guns ready, and we also 

saw lights in all the batteries. When we 

had shot far enough for the brig’s guns to 

bear on us, which was not more than three 

ships’ lengths, she began to fire ; also a 

fort a little on the starboard bow, and soon 

after all of them, on both sides, as they 

could bring their guns to bear. As soon 

as the sails were well trimmed, I beat to 

quarters to get our guns ready, but not with 

an intention of firing till we were sure of 

getting ont, When abreast of the centre of 

Cape Sepet, I was afraid we should have 

been obliged to make a tack; but as we 

drew near the shore, and were ready to 

go about, she came up two points, and just 

weathered the cape. As we passed very 

close along that shore, the batteries kept up 

as brisk a fire as the wetness of the wea- 

ther would admit. In spite of all, however, 

the ship was worked out unharmed.’ 

The whole of this admirable piece of 

service was performed so quickly, and at 

the same time with so much coolness, that 

there occurred little or no opportunity for 

any remarkable individual exertion. Every- 

thing, as I have heard it described by Sir 

Samuel Hood himself and by the officers, 

went on as if the ship had been working   
out of Plymouth Sound at noonday. One | 

little incident, however, which caused much 

amusement in the ship, will help to show 

the degree of regard in which Sir Samuel 

was held by those immediately about him, 

and to disprove the proverb of no man 

being a hero to his valet de chambre. 

Dennis M‘Carty, an old and faithful 

servant of Captain Hood, who was quar- 

tered at one of the main-deck guns in the 

cabin, stood firm enough till the batteries 

opened on the Juno. No sooner had the 

firing commenced, and the first shot came 

whizzing over and through all parts of the 

ship, than Dennis, to the great amaze 

and scandal of his companions, dropped 

the side tackle-fall, and fairly run off from 

his gun. Nothing, however, could be 

| further from poor Pat’s mind than fear, 

except fear for his master, behind whom he 

soon stationed himself on the quarter-deck ; 

and wherever Captain Hood moved, there 

Dennis followed, like his shadow. The 

poor fellow appeared totally unconscious 

of any personal danger to himself, though 

the captain was necessarily in the hottest 

of the fire. At length Sir Samuel, turning 

suddenly round encountered the Irishman 

full butt. : 

‘Ho! master Dennis,’ exclaimed the 

captain, ‘what brings you here? and why 

do you keep running about after me ? Go 

down to your gun, man!’ 

‘Oh, your honour,’ replied Dennis, ‘I 

though it likely you might be hurt, so I 

wished to be near you to give you some 

help.’ 

There was no resisting this ; the captain 

laughed in the midst of the battle ; and 

poor Dennis was allowed to take his own 

way, having no care for himself. ° 

Sir Samuel Hood’s forte appears to have 

been that invaluable quality of all great 

commanders, promptitude in seeing what 

was best to be done, and decision of pur- 

pose in carrying it into execution. At the 

moment of greatest doubt and difficulty, 

he appears invariably to have taken those 

useful practical views which the calmest sub- 

sequent reflection proved to have been the 

most expedient.”


