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idea that shoal water lay close to leeward 
of him. Nothing could have been more 
adroitly managed by the Frenchman, for 
before the frigate came head to wind, she 
stuck fast upon the shoal, to which the 
words ‘Luff! luff!’ had no doubt been 
intended to direct her. 

A boat was now observed to proceed 
from the brig to the town. As there was 
but little wind, and the water perfectly 
smooth, the /wno’s sails were clewed up 
and handed; but before the men were all 
off the yards, a gust of wind came sweeping 
down the harbour, and drove her off the shoal 
so suddenly as to give her brisk sternway. 
The anchor was speedily let go, but when 
she tended, the after-part of her keel took 
the ground, and the rudder could not be 
moved. The launch and cutter being 
instantly hoisted out, the usual preparations 
were made to lay out a kedge, to heave the 
ship off. 

At this critical moment a boat came 
alongside. The people appeared anxious 
to get out of her, and two of them, apparent- 
ly officers, came up the side. They said it 
was the regulation of the port, as well as 
the commanding officer's orders, that ships 
should go further into the harbour, there to 
perform ten days’ quarantine. In the 
despatch relating to this transaction, Captain 
Hood says, ‘I kept asking them where 
Lord Hood’s ship lay;’ and those who 
remember Sir Samuel’s impatient manner 
when any one to whom he addressed him- 
self trifled with his questions, will easily 
imagine how he must have perplexed and 
overawed the two Frenchmen, who really 
knew not what to do cr say next. In the 
meantime, one of the mids, who happened 
to be thrusting his head forward, after the 
investigating manner of this enterprising 
class of officers, said apart to the captain— 

‘Why, sir, they wear national cock- 
ades |’ 

‘I looked at one of their hats more 
steadfastly,’ says Captain Hood in his 
narrative, ‘and by the moonlight clearly 
distinguished the three colours,’ 

‘Perceiving they were suspected,’ con- 

  

tinues Sir Samuel in his narrative, ‘and on 
my questioning them again about Lord 
Hood, one of them replied in French, 
“Be easy; the English are fine fellows, and 
we treat them well. The English admiral 
left us some time ago.” 

Sir Samuel well says that it may be more 
easily conceived than words can express 
what he felt at that moment. In one 
instant the situation of the poor Juno, 
which was almost desperate, became known 
throughout the ship. The officers naturally 
crowded round their captain to learn the 
worst ; while the Frenchmen, bowing to the 
right and left, grinned and apologised for 
the disagreeable necessity of making them 
all prisoners! The rest of the singular 
story, unique in the history of the navy, 
and altogether wonderful considering the 
formidable nature of the trap into which the 
frigate had fallen, will be best told in the 
words of the accomplished officer himself, 
to whose presence of mind, courage, and 
professional dexterity, the escape of the ship 
was entirely due. The personal regard in 
which the captain was held by every officer, 
man, and boy on board, and the thorough 
confidence which they possessed in his 
talents, enabled him to undertake a service 
which an officer held in less esteem 
might have found it very difficult to carry 
through. It used, indeed, to be said of 
Hood's ship, that, fore and aft, there was 
but one heart and mind. 

After describing the deportment of the 
French officers, he goes on to say, in his 
despatch, that ‘a flaw of wind coming 
down the harbour, Lieutenant Webley said 
tome, “I believe, sir, we shall be able to 
fetch out if we can get her under sail.” I 
immediately perceived we should have a 
chance of saving the ship; at least if we 
did not, we ought not to lose her without 
some contention. I therefore ordered every 
person to their respective stations, and the 
Frenchmen to be sent below. The latter, 
perceiving some bustle, began to draw their 
sabres; on which I directed some of the 
marines to take the half pikes and force 
them below, which was soon done.


