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the establishment of a trade which has 

steadily increased in volume and impor- 
tance, and which enables Boston to hold the 

key to the rich and extensive commerce 

between Calcutta and the United States. 

In 1834, Mr. Tudor extended his trade in 

another direction, and sent a cargo to Rio 
Janeiro. Upto 1836, Mr. Tudor was the 

ice king of the world. At this remove of 

time we can easily figure up results, but 

words are inadequate when one attempts to 

do justice to the memory of this wonderful 
man, whose genius and ability have opened 
up such blessings to the race. He saw the 

conception of his brain take form and shape ; 
he nursed it, and watched over it through 
trials and obstacles that would have dis- 
heartened one less confident in his own re- 
sources ; he lived to see it at its full matu- 
rity, a giant among men and nations. He 
had succeeded, but this success did not 
narrow him, and he was willing, if not grati- 
fied, in seeing others spring up to share in 
and increase the trade he had laboured so 
diligently to build up. 

In 1842, certain intimations were received 
from parties in London, which induced a 
shipment of Boston ice to that city. 

Previous to this the aristocracy and the 
London clubs had depended for their ice 
upon small shallow reservoirs or wells, where 
the water was let in periodically and frozen. 
These, with the exception of a comparatively 
large well-shaped reservoir on the summit 
of Highgate Hill, constituted all the re- 
sources of London in that respect. 

At that date fancy drinks were almost 
unheard of in the clubs, taverns, and gin 
palaces of London. Mr. Hittinger con- 
ceived the idea of introducing these, to 
show to what extent ice was used in “the 
States” for this purpose. He therefore 
secured the services of several bar-keepers, 
whom he had initiated into the mysteries of 
mixing juleps, smashes, cocktails, and other 
drinks known only in Yankeeland. His 
experience, as he relates it himself, is very 
amusing,— 

“T went out in the steamer, so as to make 
arrangements for the arrival of the bark and 

  > 

cargo, delivered my letters, talked with 
parties, and felt perfectly sure that I had 
struck a vein. In due time the Sharon, 
having made a good passage, arrived in the 
Thames. The thing had been talked over 
so much, that the cargo of Boston ice was 
as well advertised as it could have been in 
the columns of the Zzmes. But, after all, 
it appeared to them a strange fish that no 
one dared to touch. My feelings were just 
about the temperature of my ice, and wast- 
ing as rapidly. At last, I was introduced to 
the Chairman or President of the Fishmon- 
gers’ Association, an association which I was 
not long in discovering had the merit of 
wealth, if not of social position. He was 
sociable, and seemed to comprehend my 
position if I didn’t #zs. Matters were soon 
arranged ; a magnificent hall or saloon had 
been secured; I ascertained that my bar- 
keepers, through constant drill, had attained 
the correct sleight of hand in mixing the 
drinks. The hour arrived. The hall was 
long and brilliantly lighted. After the com- 
pany was seated, the chairman introduced 
me and the subject matter of the evening’s 
discussion. Now, thought I, I am all right. 
At a given signal the well-trained waiters 
appeared, laden with the different drinks. 
The effect was gorgeous, and I expected an 
ovation that no Yankee had ever had. But, 
alas! the first sounds that broke the silence 
were, ‘I say—aw, waitaw, a little ’ot 
wataww, if you please ; I prefer it ’alf ’n’ ’alf.’ 
I made a dead rush for the door, next 
day settled my bills 'n London, took the 
train for Liverpool, and the steamer for 
Boston, and counted up a clear loss of 1,200 
dollars.” 

Boston, from its commercial position, as 
well as its close proximity by rail to all the 
principal points of production, must be the 
advantageous port for shipment. An order 
fora cargo of ice from that port can be 
filled at a few hours’ notice. It is seldom, 
if ever, without the requisite. tonnage ; and 
the appointment of the railroads bringing 
the ice to East Boston and Charlestown are 
so perfect, that from one hundred to five 
hundred cars can be placed at once.


