
THE ICE 

sured by the amount of opposition he en- 
countered. ‘To those who were acquainted 
with him, when in one of his pleasant 
moods, he would often delight to rehearse 

his early experience. There was nothing of 
fancy or mere speculation that induced him 
to embark in this experiment. He had 
made the subject a study, and the results 

of his theories effectually vindicated their 
soundness. 

The first experiment proved a failure in 
a pecuniary point of view, as Mr. Tudor 
himself predicted, but it satisfied him as to 
the future, when he should have had time 

to work out the problems presented by the 
experiment. 

The English Government was the first to 
appreciate the advantages likely to accrue 

to its colonists from the introduction of ice; 
and ten years after Mr. Tudor’s first ship- 
ment, or shortly after the close of the war 
of 1812, he received and accepted overtures 
that were eminently favourable ; the first 

was. the grant of a monopoly of the trade 

_ upon such conditions that they were readily 
acceded to; the second was the release of 

certain port dues (then very heavy) to all 
ships bringing ice. 

The island of Jamaica was then in the 
zenith of its wealth and commercial pros- 
perity, and the richest colonial possession 
of Great Britain. Mr. Tudor established 
his ice-houses at Kingston, the commercial 
capital of the island. This was the first 
prominent and germanent point,—although 

this distinction has been accorded by some 
to Havana, and up to the time of emanci- 
pation the trade was quite brisk. Mr. Tudor 
also secured the monopoly of Havana, with 
liberal arrangements for the introduction of 
ice in other ports on the island of Cuba. 
The Tudor Company still retain the mono- 
poly of Havana and the island of Jamaica. 
All other ports in the West Indies are prac- 
ticaily open to competition. Of these the 
principal are, St. Thomas, Martinique, Bar- 
badoes, Trinidad, Demerara (on the main), 
Cienfuegos, Santiago de Cuba, Manzanillo. 
The ice supplied to these ports is shipped 
exclusively from Boston. 
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Next in order after the West India ports 
comes the introduction of ice into our do- 
mestic ports by Mr. Tudor. The first cargo 
was shipped to Charleston, South Carolina, 
then the most important commercial port in 
the Southern States, in the year 1817. 

In 1818 Mr. Tudor established a branch 
of the trade in Savannah, then, as for years 
afterward, a rival of Charleston. In 1820 

he established ice-houses in New Orleans, 

which city, thirty years later, became the 
largest consuming city in the United States, 
south of Philadelphia, 

It is a singular fact that the bulk of ice 
consumed was in foreign and southern do- 
mestic ports. This, however, may be ac- 

counted for in this way: before the intro- 
duction of Croton in New York, and 

Cochituate in Boston, the deep wells in 
both cities answered the double purpose of 
supplying cool spring water for drink, and 
as reservoirs for keeping meats, butter, 

milk, ete., cool in summer. It is not neces- 

sary that one should be very old to remem- 

ber when we did not have ice chests in our 
markets, and refrigerators in our hotels and 
private residences. The dairyman who 

brought his butter and milk to market, and 

the farmer and butcher who slaughtered his 

beef and mutton during the hottest of the 
summer months, had his little ice-house, 

or cellar, containing from ten to fifty tons, 
which answered every purpose. Now there 

are delivered and consumed in New York 

city alone, during the winter months, more 
tons of ice than were cut, shipped, and con- 
sumed, in the United States in a twelve- 
month, thirty years ago. 

In May, 1833, Mr. Tudor, at the request 
of English and American merchants resident 

in Calcutta, sent a small cargo of about 200 

tons to that port. A Calcutta voyage in 
those days involved about six months for 
the passage out. ‘The result, like that of 

his first shipment to the West Indies, was 

not'a pecuniary success, but it proved that 

ice brought twenty thousand miles could, 
with all the attendant waste and losses, 

successfully compete in prices with that   
prepared by the natives. The result was


