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GELS AGE 

    “\ce and frozen. snow were 

~ known as luxuries as far back 

as history records, the latter 

being mostly in use in the 

East. The mode of gather- 

ing it in winter, and trans- 

porting it for use in summer, 

and the method of preserving 

it in those intensely hot 

climates, was truly primitive, 
and frequently involved great 

labour and cost. In many 

portions of Asia the snow was gathered in 
sacks, far up in the mountains, and trans- 

ported to the principal cities on the backs 

of mules, there preserved in cisterns sunk 

in the earth, and packed carefully between 

layers of straw. This method still prevails 
in some sections. 

But up to the commencement of the pre- 
sent century, in those climates where the 
temperature never reaches the freezing 
point, ice was a luxury that few beyond the 
wealthiest could indulge in. In India, as 
also among the ancient Greeks and Romans, 
artificial ice was produced in small quanti- 
ties, and within the last half-century suc- 

cessful experiments in its manufacture have 
been made both in this country and Europe. 

The natural production, however, of our 
northern climates, together with the great 
facility for transportation, has almost entirely 
superseded the use of this artificial move- 
ment. It is astonishing to what an extent 
an article, once regarded as a simple luxury 
in non-producing countries, and in the north- 
ern latitudes as an article of no computed 
practical value, has become recognised in 
the commerce of the world. 

One hardly realizes that the frozen lakes 
and rivers of the North furnish labour for 
thousands who would otherwise be unem- 
ployed during the greater portion of the 
winter months; that the ice trade employs 
millions of capital; that in the revenue to 
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the carrying trade of the United States, 

both foreign and coastwise, it ranks next to — 

cotton and grain, and frequently exceeds 

the latter ; that the universal practical use 

to which it is applied in the preservation 

of meats, fruits, and vegetables, has, within 

the past thirty years, produced an entire revo- 

lution in the system of domestic economy, 

to say nothing of the blessings it has brought 

to suffering humanity in our hospitals, and 

in our pestilence-stricken cities. 
The transportation of ice by sea was not 

thought of until the commencement of the 

present century. The world is indebted for 

the beneficent results that has followed 

from the introduction of the ice trade, to 

Frederick Tudor, a wealthy and eccentric 

citizen of Massachusetts, well known seventy- 

five years ago for his extensive salt-works at 

Nahant. ; 

In 1805, the yellow fever raged through 

the West India islands, the towns and cities 

were decimated, and the officers and crews 

of the European fleets were almost entirely 

swept off by the disease. ‘he need of ice 

was very greatly felt throughout the islands. 

In the winter of that year, Mr. Tudor cut 

from a small pond, situated on a plantation 
of his own in Saugus, some two or three 

hundred tons of ice, hauled it on teams to 

Charlestown, loaded a portion of it into 

the brig favourite, and sailed with it tu 
the island of Martinique. The venture 
was regarded by his friends as a wild and 
visionary one, and he suffered nearly as 
much ridicule as his contemporary eccen- 
tricity “ Lord Timothy Dexter” did when 
he shipped the warming-pans ; but one of 
Mr. Tudor’s prominent points of character, 
and one exemplified in nearly every act of 
his long and useful life, was an utter con- 
tempt for other people’s opinions ; he never 
asked advice of any one, and always turned 

his back upon all that was offered. The 
strength of his purpose was generally mea-


