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course sat down and began greedily to feast 
on its contents, though I had read it several 
times before leaving England. ‘Lemdy’ 
was, as usual, seated beside me, at times 
looking quietly at me, occasionally catch- 
ing a fly, or, jumping on my shoulder, 
endeavouring to pick out the blue marks 
tattooed there. At last I got up to light a 
pipe, and on myreturn found she had taken 
my seat with the book on her knee, and 
with a grave expression of countenance was 
turning over the leaves, page by page, as she. 
had observed me to do; with the difference 
only that, not being able to read their con- 
tents, she turned one after the other as 
quickly as possible, and that, from her 
arms being short, and she not yet much 
used to books, she tore each page from the 
top nearly to the bottom. She had com- 
pleted the destruction of half the volume 
before I returned. During my momentary 
absences she would often take up my pipe 
and hold it to her mouth till I came back, 
when she would restore it to me with the 
utmost politeness. ; 

These monkeys are caught in various 
ways. One plan adopted by the Arabs of 
Taka has struck me as the most simple, 
and at the. same time as likely to succeed 
as any other. Large jars of the common 
country beer, sweetened with dates, and 
drugged with the juice of the ‘dscher’ 
(Asclepias arborea), are left near the places 
where they come to drink. The monkeys, 
pleased with the sweetness of the beverage, 
drink largely of it, and soon falling asleep, 
are taken up senseless by the Arabs, who 
have been watching from a distance.” 

Monkeys often exhibit an almost human 
sagacity. Some travellers were once travers- 
ing a wild and dreary part of India, and, 
under the shade of an umbrageous banyan 
tree, sat down to their meal. The branches 
overhead swarmed with large black-faced 
monkeys. “We had just risen. from our 
meal and were strolling forth from under 
the shade when one of the monkeys, a young 
one, fell down from a high branch at our 
feet. It was quite dead. The clamour 
that immediately arose above us was quite   

deafening. The whole assembly of mon- 
keys clustered together. Long and loud 
were the chatterings, and varied the grimaces 
of the tribe, each individual vying with the 
other in the loudness of his tongue. Their 
looks and gestures made it apparent that 
they suspected us as being the cause of the 
death of their juvenile comrade ; and had 
we had guns in our hands, or any other mur- 
derous weapons, we should no doubt have 
been maltreated. But we were unarmed, 
and the good sense of the monkeys seemed 
to tell them that there must be some other 
culprit. Having come to this conclusion, 
one monkey, apparently the senior and 
leader of the whole tribe, separated himself 
from the rest, ran to the spot on the branch 
whence the young monkey had fallen, 
examined it carefully, smelt the branch, and 
then glided nimbly down one of the pen- 
dant roots, with which the banyan ‘tree is so 
richly furnished, and came to the corpse 
of the monkey, took it up, examined it 
minutely, particularly the shoulder, where 
there was a minute wound. Instinct 
immediately turned suspicion into certainty. 
He placed the corpse again on the ground, 
and turning his gaze in every direction en- 
deavoured to pierce the foliage in search 
of the murderer. After a little while some- 
thing seemed to rivet his attention, the 
next instant he had mounted the tree, sprung 
to the spot, and with one clutch had seized 
a long whip-snake, with which he hastened 
tothe ground. Now occurred a most curious 
scene. The whole monkey rabble, following 
their leader in his movement, were on the 
ground almost as soon as he; and then, as 
many as could, ranged themselves on each 
side of the snake. Each monkey put his 
hand on the reptile clutching hold of the 
skin of the back tightly. At a given signal 
the executioners dragged the body of the 
writhing snake backward and forward on 
the ground till nothing was left of the 
murderer but the backbone. The mode of 

execution was at once summary and effectual, 

and in the way in which it was carried out 
was manifest the clear understanding which 
the monkey language conveys.”


