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by fear; otherwise they generally prefer 
prudence to valour. Had their combative- 
ness been proportioned to their physical 
powers, coming as they do in bodies of two 
or three hundred, it would have been irnpos- 
sible for the natives to go out of the village 
except in parties, and armed; and instead 
of little boys, regiments of armed men would 
be required to guard the cornfields. 

I have, however, frequently seen them 
turn on dogs, and have heard of their 
attacking women whom they may have 
accidentally met alone in the roads or woods. 
On one occasion I was told of a woman 
who was so grievously maltreated by them, 
that, although she was succoured by the 
opportune arrival of some passers-by, she 
died a few days after from the fright and | 
ill-treatment she had endured, 

To show that their cleverness depends in 
some measure upon powers of reflection, 
and not entirely on that instinct with which 
all animals are endowed, and which serves 
them only to procure the necessaries of 
life and to defend themselves against their 
enemies, I will relate an anecdote to which 
I can testify as an eye-witness. At ’Khar- 
ttm, the capital of the provinces of Upper 
Nubia, I saw a man showing a large male 
and two females of this breed, who per- 
formed several clever tricks at his command, 
I entered into conversation with him as to 
their sagacity, the mode of teaching them, 
and various other topics relating to them. 
Speaking of his male monkey, he said that 
he was the most dexterous thief imaginable, 
and that every time he was exhibited he 
stole dates and other provisions sufficient 
for his food for the day. In proof of this 
he begged me to watch him for a few 
minutes. I did so, and presently the keeper 
led him to a spot near a date-seller who 
was sitting on the ground with his basket 
beside him. Here his master put him 
through his evolutions; and, although I 
could perceive that the monkey had an eye 
to the fruit, yet so completely did he dis- 
guise his intentions that no careless observer 
would have noticed it. He did not at first 
appear to care about approaching the   
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basket; but gradually brought himself 
nearer and nearer, till at last he got quite 
close to its owner. In the middle of one 
of his feats he suddenly started up from the 
ground on which he was lying stretched 
like a corpse, and uttering a cry as of pain, 
or rage, fixed his eyes full at the face of the 
date-seller, and then, without moving the 
rest of his body, stole as many dates as he 
could hold in one of his hind hands. The 
date-man, being stared out of countenance, 

and his attention diverted by this extra- 
ordinary movement, knew nothing about 
the theft till a bystander told him of it, and 
then he joined heartily in the laugh that 
was raised against him. The monkey, 
having very adroitly popped the fruit into 
his cheek-pouches, had moved off a few 
yards, when a boy in the crowd round him 
pulled him sharply by the tail. Conscience- 
stricken, he fancied that it had been done 
in revenge by the date-seller whom he had 
robbed; and, so passing close by the true 
offender and between the legs of one or two 
others in the circle, he fell on the unfor- 
tunate fruiterer, and would no doubt have 
bitten him severely but for the interference 
of his master, who came to the rescue. 

I have never thought it worth while to 
teach monkeys of my own any tricks, always 
preferring to watch their natural actions. I 
had in Abyssinia a young one of the same 
breed as the last mentioned. From the 
first day she was given to me her attach- 
ment was remarkable, and nothing would 
induce her to leave meat any time; in fact, 
her affection was sometimes ludicrously 
annoying. As she grew up she became more 
sedate, and was less afraid of being left 
alone. She would sit and watch whatever 
I did with an expression of great intelli- 
gence ; and the moment I turned my back 
she would endeavour to imitate what I had 
been doing. Mr. Rodatz, master of the 
German brig AZf, coming up the country 
for a cargo of animals for Mauritius, gave 
me a copy of ‘Peter Simple,’ the first 
English book, besides the Bible and Nauti- 
cal Almanac, that I had seen for more than 
two years. As soon as I was alone I of


