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under the direction of a venerable old chief 
with a long white beard, who in Gibraltar is 
known by the name of the ‘ Town Major.’ 
Usually they inhabit the highest part of the 
rock, and feed, I think I was told, on the 
palmetto plant ; but sometimes, when the 
oranges are ripe, they come down to rob 
the gardens, and then they are often fierce 
and mischievous. 

Two ladies told me that, shortly after 
they came to Gibraltar, they returned home 

_one day highly indignant at the bad manners 
of the little boys of the town, who, they 
said, had been throwing stones at them 
from behind the trees in the Alameda. 
Some one suggested they must be mistaken ; 
but no, they were quite positive of it; for 
they had distinctly heard the naughty little 
urchins laughing and whispering, although’ 
they could not see them. ‘The next day the 
same thing happened, and they determined, 
f possible, to discover the delinquents. 
They ran in among the trees, and then, to 
cheir astonishment, saw several of the mon- 
keys sitting on the branches, jabbering 
away and making the most hideous 
grimaces; so the ladies thought it best to 

- retire at once, which they did, followed by a 
fresh showers of stones. 

The female monkeys -carry their young 
ones in their arms as women do their chil- 
dren; and Mrs. H. told me she once saw 
one of them performing the morning toilet 
of her offspring, which she described as 
being painfully like a similar operation 
among human beings; for the mother, 
while she smoothed down the hair of her 
bantling, kissed and caressed it as long as 
it was good, but when the thing became 
restless, boxed its ears soundly. It is a 
curious fact that the lifeless bodies or skele- 
tons of the monkeys are never found, andit 
is not known what they do with their dead ; 
some saying they throw them into the sea, 
and others that they carry them across to 
Barbary, through the subterranean passage 
that is supposed to exist under the straits.” 

No’ one who has ever seen the monkey 
department of the Zoological Gardens can   
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and antics—now grotesque, now ridiculous ; 
now disgusting, and anon most touchingly 
affecting—of these versatile creatures, which 
in a few minutes he was permitted to wit- 
ness. But, if thus amusing and instructive 
while “‘cribbed, cabined, and confined” 
within the narrow limits of a cage, how 
much more so may we not expect them ta 
be when in the enjoyment of that wild 
liberty in which they so exuberantly delight. 
Mr. Parkyns, who has spent many years in 
the northern provinces of Egypt, describes 
their mischievous activity. 

On entering a certain well-wooded ravine, 
while pursuing his peregrinations, he found 
the trees filled with the “tota” or “waag,” 
a beautiful little greenish-grey monkey, with 
black face and white whiskers. “I followed 
a troop of these,” he says, “ for a long time, 
while the porters and servants were resting 
—not at all with the intention of hurting 
them, but merely for the pleasure of watch- 
ing their movements. If you go tolerably 
carefully towards them they will allow you 
to approach very near, and you will be 
much amused with their goings-on, which 
differ but little from those of the large no- 
tailed monkeys, ‘Beni Adam.’ You may 
see them quarrelling, making love, mothers 
taking care of their children, combing their 
hair, nursing and suckling them; and the 
passions—jealousy, anger, love—as fully 
and distinctly marked as in men. They 
have a language as distinct to them as ours 
is; and their women are as noisy and fond 
of disputation as any fish-fag in Billingsgate. 

The monkeys, especially the cynocephali, 
who are astonishingly clever fellows, have 
their chiefs, whom they obey implicitly, and 
a regular system of tactics in war, pillaging 
expeditions, robbing corn-fields, etc. These 
monkey-forays are managed with the ut- 
most regularity and precaution. A tribe, 
coming down to feed from their village on 
the mountain (usually a cleft in the face of 
some cliff), brings with it all its members, 
male and female, old and young. Some, 
the elders of the tribe, distinguishable by 
the quantity of mane which covers their 

possibly forget the extraordinary actions | shoulders, like a lion’s, take the lead, peer-


