
LOGGING ON PUGET SOUND. 

common, it will, of course, for obvious 

reasons, be cut into the shortest standard 

lengths. 

The chopper usually cuts the tree about 
eight or ten, perhaps twelve, feet above 

the ground. To do this he makes a notch 

several inches deep into the body of the 

tree at a convenient height. Into this he 

drives and fixes securely a plank, upon 

which he stands, while, with a few hours’ 

labour, he levels the sylvan monarch which 

has braved the storms of and cast its 

shadows over the earth for hundreds of 

years. All hands are warned by a shout to 

beware of and stand from under the falling 

giant, which comes down with a crash like 

thunder, often producing a respectable little 

earthquake felt sometimes several miles 

away. 
The chopper is responsible for the 

position in which the tree falls, unless his 

calculations are disarranged by some ex- 

traordinary cause, over which-he has no 

control. For ordinary lumbering purposes 

no tree less than eighteen inches in dia- 

meter at the butt is ever felled. There are 

various reasons why the trees are usually 

cut so far from the ground. Among others 

are the twisted and hard nature of the wood 

of which the butt is composed, its liability 

to be cracked, to have the cracks full of 

pitch or balsam, and to be decayed or im- 

perfect at heart—for man is not the only 

* creature which a bad heart condemns. 

Some of these sylvan giants are of almost 

incredible dimensions, twenty-four to thirty 

feet in circumference, eight to ten feet in 

diameter, at the base, running up straight 

as arrows perhaps 350 feet, more than 200 

feet of which is without a knot or limb, and 

at that height from three to five feet in 

diameter. Of course, these are extraordi- 

nary trees; some of them contain 25,000 

feet of lumber. But if any “doubting 

Thomas” will come out to Puget Sound 

with the desire to satisfy himself upon this 

point, we can furnish the standing argu- 

ments needful to convince his mind that 

the extraordinary facts are true. Ican even 

tell him of one fir-tree sixteen feet in dia- 
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meter measured with the surveyor’s chain, 
But lest some honest reader might be mis- 
led by the above extraordinary figures, I 

will say that the trees of a good timber 
claim will average from 180 to 300 feet in 
height and from three to six feet in dia- 

meter, with from one to two hundred feet 

of clear, straight trunk, consisting of the 
very best spar and ship timber produced 
by the forests of the world. 

The chopper needs to exercise great care 

to fell those trees in the direction in which 

they shall be least liable to injury. The 
most level space must be selected, and all 

danger of lodging against other trees 
avoided. But, in spite of the utmost 
caution, it sometimes happens that a valu- 
able trunk is completely shattered by.the 

shock of its fall, and rendered entirely use- 
less for lumbering purposes. 

After the chopper has marked off the 

trunk into proper lengths, the sawyer takes 
charge, and proceeds to manipulate his 

long, cross-cut saw. The swamper next 

comes along and clears away the brush, 

so that the team can get in to the logs 

to haul them out to the skidded road. 
The “ barkers ” (of which there are two to 

each camp) take the logs in hand, and 

strip off the bark with an instrument like a 

chisel-pointed crowbar. This is easily done 
in the summer season, because the sap is 

then running. In the other seasons it is 

not an easy task; and so they only chop 

the bark off the “riding side,” that is, the 

side upon which the log will be laid when 

drawn over the skidded road. This bark 

is often six and occasionally nine inches in 

thickness ; and forms ‘most excellent fuel, 

burning with a clear bright blaze, and last- 

ing longer than oak or maple. The “‘hook- 

tender” follows the barkers, and snips off 

the corners of the logs so that round in- 

stead of square ends present themselves to 

any obstructions, as the logs are drawn to 

their destination. He also rigs a “ fall” 

(block: and tackle) when needed, and 

drives into the log the “dog,” or hook, 

with a short chain attached, by which it is 

to be drawn to its destination. 
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