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But remembering that the flat planes are 
very broad, varying from six to fourteen 

inches in a thirty-feet boat, imagine another 
set of segments of canvas secured to their 

inner edges in a similar manner, and the 

lines of tacks likewise covered with bends 
of wood. 

We now have all the essential proper- 

ties of a lifeboat, for the whole structure 

is divided into as many separate air cells 

as there are spaces between the planes 

—viz., four on each side; and should any 
segment of canvas be perforated, the effect 
is nothing more than the loss of buoyancy 
of that one cell or compartment. It will 

  

be easily understood that air has to find its 
way into these cells in the act of expansion, — 

as it does into a pair of bellows, and to be 

squeezed out in collapsing. This is allowed 

for by suitable openings at the top of each 

end. The bottom boards, thwarts, stem, 

and stern-sheets are all jointed to the inner 

edges of those respective planes, which are 

in the proper positions to carry them ; and 

being also jointed along the middle line, 

they fold upwards, as in collapsing the 

planes fall downwards. The gunwale struts 

are likewise jointed, and act like the com- 

pass irons of a carriage head. 

As to the nature of the metal joints in 
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these boats, one uniform system of a new 

kind—an essential part of the patent—is 

used; it consists of alternate straps and links, 

at once the simplest and most effective pos- 

sible. The masts step upon the keelson, 

and the rudder is hung simply in the ordi- 

nary way. 
Any proportions or lines can be followed 

on this system, from the finest canoes to 

the bluffest barges; and they are built of 

‘all sizes, from that of an elegant skiff for 

one boy, to boats carrying 200 men, horses, 

artillery, etc. For small yachts they are 

invaluable, for the inconvenience of towing   

a dingy is constantly felt bv those who 

cannot carry it on board; but a collapsing 

dingy—a perfect little lifeboat, that will 

not sink when full of water—will lie in a 

space only six inches wide, and be ready 

for sea in less than a minute. Though it 

would not be fair to these boats to drag 

them far over shingle or sharp stones on a 

beach, they can be beached with perfect 

safety. 

These boats are also admirably adapted 

for the purposes of fishing and shooting on 

rivers and lakes, as they are 90 easily 

transported.”


