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mentary struggle for existence. There was 

scarcely time to note their birth before they 
were creeping up in a tall, tapering blaze, 
and leaping lightly along the tops of the 

scattered clumps of dry grass. In another 

moment they leaped forward into the 

prairie, and a waving line of brilliant flame 
quivered high up in a dark atmosphere. 

Another gust came rushing along the 

ravine. It was announced by a distant 
moan; as it came nearer a cloud of dry 
leaves filled the air, the slender shrubs and 
saplings bent like weeds, dry branches 

snapped and crackled. The lofty forest 

trees writhed and creaked and groaned. 

The next instant the furious blast reached 

the flaming prairie. Myriads and: myriads 
of bright embers were flung wildly in the 
air; flakes of burning. grass whirled like 
meteors in the sky. The flame spread in- 

to a vast sheet that swept over the prairie, 

bending forward, illumining the black waste 
which it had passed, and shedding a red 
light far down the deep vistas of the forest, 

though all beyond the blaze was a pitchy 
blackness. The roaring flames drowned 
even the howling of the wind. At each 
succeeding blast they threw long pyramidi- 

cal stfeams upwards in the black sky, then 

flared horizontally, and seemed to bound 

forward, lighting at each bound a new con- 
flagration. 

Leap succeeded leap; the flames rushed 

on with a racehorse speed. The noise 

sounded like the roar of a stormy ocean, 
and the wild tumultuous billows of the 
flame were tossed about like a sea of 
fire. - Directly in their course, and some 

distance out in the prairie, stood a large 
grove of oaks, the dry leaves still clinging 

to the branches. There was a red glare 

thrown upon them from the blazing flood. 

A moment passed, and a black smoke 

oozed from the nearest tree, the blaze 

roared among their branches, and shot up 

for one hundred feet in the air, waving as 

if in triumph. The effect was transient. 
In a inoment had the fire swept through a 

grove covering several acres. It sank again 

  

  

into the prairie, leaving the limbs of every 
tree scathed and scorched to an inky black- 
ness, and shining with a bright crimson 

light between their branches. In this way 

the light conflagration swept over the land- 
scape ; every hill seemed to burn its own 

funeral pyre, and the scorching heat 
licked every blade in the hollows. A dark 
cloud of grey smoke, filled with burning 
embers, spread over the course of the 

flames, occasionally forming not ungraceful 
columns, which were almost instantly 
shattered by the wind, and driven in a 
thousand different directions. 

For several hours the blaze continued to 

rage, and the whole horizon became girdled 
with a belt of living fire. As the circle ex- 
tended the flames appeared smaller and 

smaller, until they looked a slight golden 
thread drawn round the hills. They then 
must have been nearly ten miles distant. 

And then the blaze disappeared, although 
the purple light, that for hours illumined 
the night sky, told that the element was 

extending into other regions of the prairies. 
It was sunrise when I rose from my 

resting-place and resumed my journey. 

What a change! All was waste. The 

sun had set upon a prairie still clothed in 

its natural garb of herbage. It rose upon 

a scene of desolation. Nota single weed, 

not a blade of grass was left. The tall 

grove, which at sunset was covered with 

withered foliage, now spread a labyrinth of 

scorched and naked branches, the very type 

of ruin. A thin covering of grey ashes 

was sprinkled upon the ground beneath, 

and several large dead trees, whose dried 

branches had caught and nourished the 

flames, were still blazing or sending up 

long spires of smoke. In every direction 

barrenness marked the track of the flames. 

It had even worked its course against the 

blast, hugging to the roots of tall trees. 

The wind was still raging ; cinders and 

ashes were drifting and whirling about in 

almost suffocating.clouds, sometimes ren- 

dering it impossible to see for more than 

one or two hundred yards.


