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         \) EREAPS the most remark- 

able cavern that has ever 

been discovered is that called 

the Mammoth Cave, in 

Kentucky. This cave has 

been explored to the distance 

of between nine and ten 

miles, but no boundary has 

been reached. ‘The mere 

Se ot ‘this excavation is sufficient to 

render it an object of interest; but the 

Mammoth Cave is not deficient in attrac- 

tions in other points, though it is inferior to 

many other subterraneous cavities in the 

variety of its productions or in the beauty 

of its natural curiosities. 

In the district where the Mammoth Cave 

is situated there are many other pits and 

caverns of lesser size, among the limestone 

formations of which that region is almost 

wholly composed. A deep pit leads to the 

mouth of the cave, which is thirty feet in 

width and from forty to fifty feet high, 

and which seems like some frightful chasm 

in nature, whose hideous yawn allures the 

adventurer to its interior, only to bring him 

into impenetrable darkness. After advanc- 

ing two or three hundred yards, however, 

the lofty arch of rock over the visitor’s head 

gradually contracts on all sides, and for 

several paces it i$ necessary for a man to 

stoop, though oxen are admitted with 
facility. The passage again expands to a 
width of fifty feet, and a height of about 

twenty, which continues for nearly a mile. 

As the visitor approaches this part of the 

cave, an extraordinary spectacle meets his 
eye, which will remind him of the fabled 

labours of the blacksmith god, Vulcan, in 
the centre of Mount Etna; groups of men 

are here seen engaged with torches and fires 

in the labours of the cave, which consist in 

the manufacture of saltpetre, a substance 

yielded in abundance by the earth of which 
the floor is composed. The saltpetre is sepa-   

   
rated by steeping the earth in water, which 

dissolves the salt, and afterwards deposits it 

by evaporation. This part of the cave is 

called the First Hoppers, and an exploring 

party generally supply themselves there with 

a torch to each man, which is rendered abso- 

lutely necessary by the strong current con- 

tinually rushing from the cold cave to the 
warm atmosphere without, and frequently 

blowing out some of the lights. From the 
First to the Second Hoppers, where saltpetre 

is also manufactured, the distance is about 

one mile, and the cave is throughout nearly 

sixty feet high and forty in width. For 

almost the whole way between the entrance 

and the Second Hoppers, the loose lime- 

stone has been laid up into handsome 
walls on both sides, and a good hard road 

has also been made. Though a few torches 
cannot show it to perfection, the arches are 

in general regular, and the walls perpen-- 

dicular. Before the Second Hoppers are 

reached, several passages of nearly equal 

size branch off from the enes generally 

followed, but the most of these return after 

a circuit, and intersect or join the main line. 
Beyond the Second Hoppers the main 

passage expands to a height and width 
never less than sixty feet, which continues 

with little variation as far as the spot called 

the Chief City, an immense area, eight acres 

in extent, and without one pillar to support 
the arch which is entire over the whole. 

Nothing can be more sublimely grand than 

this vault, which mocks the proudest of 

human erections. The chief city is six 
miles from the mouth of the cave, and 

nearly straight from it, though the approach 
is very circuitous. Five lofty avenues lead 
from this great area, each from sixty to 
a hundred feet in width, and from forty to 
eighty feet*high. Fire-beds of uncommon 
size, with brands of cane lying around them, 

are interspersed throughout the city. These 
fire-beds or fire-places are numerous in all


