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with him life or death? He dismounted, 
and-the other officers gathered round him. 
And what was the answer of Marshal 
Davoust? It was short and severe : ‘‘ The 
order is immediately to be executed.” The 
unfortunate people of Priesnitz were scarcely 
less dismayed than the commandant Guig- 
ner. He was ina most difficult situation ; 
for he could not come to the resolution of 
executing the order, and yet he did not 
wish to be openly disobedient. ‘Then the 
happy thought occurred to me,” writes 
Govéan, in his letter to Grossman, “to say 
that he could march off, and leave me to 
execute the order, for that I and my com- 
pany would remain.” 

The commandant immediately retired, 
and only Captain Govéan and his company 
stayed behind. Hehad the trumpet imme- 
diately sounded, and sent some of his men 
with burning torches round the village, to 
set fire to a few houses and barns on that 
side where the wind could do the least 
damage. The flames burst through the 
thatched roofs. While this was going on, 
the terrified inhabitants were weeping and 
wringing their hands as they witnessed the 
destruction of their property; Govéan’s 
grenadiers quickly returned to the assem- 
bled crowd, so that no one any longer 
doubted that they were all going to be shot 
together. Govéan, however, only wished to 
frighten. the people away, while he ordered 
his grenadiers to take some young men 
prisoners and detain them. 

As soon as the miserable beings saw that 
they might flee, they ran breathless into 
the open country without looking round. 
Seven young men only were taken, and 
driven back to the former spot, the Place of 
Terror. “What they internally felt, no 
language can describe. With burning 
terror they fell to the ground, and one of 
them embraced the knees of the captain.” 

“T advanced myself,” writes Govéan, 
“between them and the grenadiers, and 
then gave the word to load and present. 
If my men shot as I expected, all was right ; 
if not, I should fall with the unfortunate 
creatures, whose life I had endeavoured to 

  

  

preserve. At any rate, subordination, the 
pride of the French army, remained untar- 
nished. And now, waving my sword, I 
said, ‘Fire The grenadiers shot away 
over their captain, as he had expected, and 
over the poor creatures who were kneeling 
behind him. Immediately after the dis- 
charge, and before the smoke had. subsided, 
Govéan quickly said, ‘Turn to the right, 
and without waiting, he led his company 
back to Naumburg, and announced off- 
cially, ‘ The order is executed.’” 

The unfortunate seven who had been so 
near death, knew not how it was that not 
one of the shots had taken effect, but that 
the French were gone. It was long before 
they dared to stir. At last they rose, and 
standing beside a wild thorn bush under a 
large pear-tree, one of them opened his lips. 
It was the son of the schoolmaster. “ Let 
us fall down on our knees,” said he to the 
others, “and pray an earnest prayer, since 
the good God has preserved us.” And the 
seven young men knelt down together and 
prayed, and thanked God. 

On the Place of Terror, a simple memo- 
rial was afterwards erected, and every year, 
on the 16th of October, the deliverance 
was commemorated, without its having 
been, up to this time, exactly known how it 
took place. Now, however, they will 
especially remember the manly deed of 
Govéan, who thus concludes his letter to 
Grossman :—“ I would willingly not have 
spoken of what I did myself on that unfor- 
tunate occasion; but it could not be 
avoided. JI was compelled to relate what 
happened, and in what manner. The kind 
remembrance of a natural deed of humanity 
affects me deeply, and I am now doubly 
glad that I acted as I did. The command- 
ant, Guigner de Revel, born at Chambery, 
died five or six months after the occurrence, 
at Thorn, on the Vistula; and Lieutenant 

Sico, a Piedmontese, died about fifteen years 
since at Metz. I alone remain at the end 
of a long career, in which I have been near 
to all the sufferings and sorrows attendant 
on war, and I have often had occasion to 

| testify that it leads to unnecessary severity.”


