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are two drawers, in which the eggs are laid 

with a certain apparatus of flannel; and 

these drawers, by means of screws beneath 

them, are raised and lowered to the extent 

of two or three inches. The drawer is 

lowered when it is pulled out, and is capable 

of receiving a certain number of eggs ; I saw, 

I think, fifteen in one. Over the drawers 

aud along the top of the whole machine 

there is a tank filled with hot water, and 

the drawer, when closed, is screwed up so 

as to bring the side of the egg in contact 

with the bottom of thetank. Hence comes 

the necessary warmth. Below the machine 

and in the centre of it a lamp or lamps are 

placed which maintain the heat that is 

required. The eggs lie in the drawer for six 

weeks, and then the bird is brought out. 

All this is simple enough, and yet the 

work of hatching is most complicated, and 

requires not only care, but a capacity of 

tracing results which is not given to all men. 

The ostrich turns her egg frequently, so 

that each side of it may receive due attention. 

The ostrich farmer must-therefore turn his 

eggs. This he does about three times a 

day. A certain amount of moisture is 

required, as in nature moisture exudes from 

the sitting bird. The heat must be moder- 

ated according to circumstances, or the yolk 

becomes glue, and the young bird is choked. 

Nature has to be followed most minutely, 

and must be observed and understood 

before it can be followed. And when the 

time for birth comes on, the ostrich farmer 

must turn midwife and delicately assist 

the young one to open its shell, having 

certain instruments for the purpose. And 

when he has performed his obstetrical opera- 

tions, he must become a nursing mother to 

the young progeny, who can by no means 

walk about and get his living in his earliest 

days. The little chickens in our farmyards 

seem to take the world very easily ; but they 

have their mother’s wings, and we as yet 

hardly know all the assistance which is thus 

given to them. But the ostrich farmer 

must know enough to keep his young ones 

alive, or he will soon be ruined; for each 

bird when hatched is supposed to be worth 
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410. The ostrich farmer must take upon 

himself all the functions of the ostrich 

mother, and must know all that instinct has 

taught her, or he will hardly be successful. 

The birds are plucked before they are a 

year old, and I think that no one as yet 

knows the limit of age to which they will 

live and beplucked. I saw birds which had 

been plucked for sixteen years, and were 

stillin high feather. When the plucking 

time has come, the necessary, number of 

birds are enticed by a liberal display of 

mealies—as maize or Indian corn is called 

in South Africa—into a pen, one side of 

which is movable. The birds will go wil- 

lingly after mealies, and will run about their 

paddocks after any one they see, in the 

expectation of these delicacies. When the 

pen is full, the movable side is run in, so 

that the birds are compressed together 

beyond the power of violent struggling. 

They cannot spread their wings, or make 

the dart forward which is customary to them 

when about to kick. Then men go in 

among them, and, taking up their wings, 

pluck or cut their feathers. Both processes 

are common, but the former I think is most 

so, ‘as being the more profitable. There is 

a heavier weight to sell when the feather 

is plucked; and the quill begins to grow 

again at once, whereas the process is delayed 

when nature is called upon to eject the 

stump. I did not see the thing done, but 

I was assured that the little notice taken 

by the animal of the operation may be 

accepted as proof that the pain, if any, is 

I leave this question to the decision 

of naturalists and anti-vivisectors. 

The feathers are then sorted into various 

lots ; the white primary outside rim from 

under the bird’s wing being by far the most 

valuable—being sold, as I have said before, 

at a price as high as £25 a pound. The 

sorting does not seem to be a difficult opera-. 

tion, and is done by coloured men. The 

produce is then packed in boxes, and sent 

downtobe sold at Port Elizabeth by auction. 

As far as I saw, all labour about the place 

was done by black men, except that which 

fell to the lot of the owner and two or three 
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