
THE LIFEBOAT. 

eight hundred and eighty-six silver medals, 

and £55,020 in cash, have been paid in 

rewards. 

It may be interesting to know that the 

expense of a lifeboat, its equipment, trans- 

porting carriage, and boathouse, averages 

£900, in addition to #70 a year needed 

to keep the establishment in a state of 

efficiency. 

Besides lifeboats, many other contri- 

vances for the preservation of life on the 

water have been designed. Amongst the 

most remarkable of these is the collapsing   
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boat, which, though it does not pretend to 

compete in usefulness with the lifeboat, 

has yet a distinct value of its own. 

One of the chief dangers of ocean tra- 

velling is the want of sufficient boat 

accommodation. Our large steamers now 

carry their hundreds of passengers, and if 

any accident should happen, many of these 

are sure to perish. This absence of boats 

is not always the fault of the owners. It 

would be impossible in many cases for a 

ship to carry boats enough to contain all 

on board. Hence the value of a boat 

  

        
          

  

  
  

CRISPIN’S BOAT CLOSED FOR STOWAGE, 

which can be compressed into a small com- 

pass, and so occupy little room arnongst the 

thousand-and-one articles which crowd a 

ship. Such a contrivance would indeed be 

priceless to passenger vessels, and for 

troop and emigrant ships, where space 

must be economized, and yet where more 

boat accommodation, in case of accident, 

is absolutely necessary. Various inven- 

tions have been patented to accomplish 

this object. -One, by a clergyman, the Rev. 

Mr. Berthon, is described on another 

page. Another, of which we give two 

engravings, is the invention of a Mr. Crispin,   

of Stratford. This boat is made entirely 

of very thin’ steel, a material which is at 

once light, tough, and durable. The speci- 

men, represented in our engravings is 

eleven feet in length by three feet nine 

inches beam; the ends are of smooth 

metal, and the body of corrugated steel, and 

the craft is rendered unsinkable by placing 

air-bags between the thwarts. When closed 

for stowage the diameter is only sixteen 

inches, and it is made to expand while 

being lowered from the davits. As will be 

seen from our picture, it is so light that a 

lady and boy are able to expand and close ic


