
35° THE PICTORIAL CABINET OF MARVELS. 
  

much damaged in her bows by a huge wave 
breaking bodily over the steamer and 
causing some of the ship’s boats to come in 
collision with the Centurion, which was 

immediately swept with the rest of the 
floating wreckage into the surf and to the 

back of the sands altogether, leaving the 
greater part of their. crew on board the 
steamer. The Sabrina lifeboat was an- 
chored a short distance to windward, and 
the coxswain seeing the disaster happening 
to the Centurion, and feeling assured that a 
heavy loss of life must immediately follow,   

and that amongst the sufferers must have 
been his three sons, who had voluntarily 
accompanied him in the lifeboat, and were 
put on board the steamer to try and float her 
from off the sands, ordered the Sadrina to 
be immediately run alongside, though it 
should cost his own life and the rest of his 
boat’s crew. This act was so successfully 
performed, that the steamer’s captain and 
his crew of twenty men, together with the 
pilot and lifeboat-men, immediately leaped 
on board the Saérzna, which with the whole 
party of no less than forty-six persons, 

          
                                                                                          
                        
          
            

                                                                                  
        
  

                              

        

  
  
    

                                                                    
        
  
  
              
    

  

                                          
      

  

          

  

  

CRISPIN’S PATENT COLLAPSING BOAT. 

immediately sheered off, set a close-reefed 
foresail, and steered through the heavy, 
boiling surf to the off edge of the Goodwin, 
where our brethren in the Centurion were 
awaiting us at anchor, and to whom we 
transferred a necessary portion of the 
steamer’s crew and lifeboat-men from the 
Sabrina, and then immediately proceeded 
in company across the sands in a very 
heavy sea round the North Sand Head for 
Broadstairs, where we arrived in safety at 
2.15 p.m.’” 

During the year 1877 the Royal National 
Lifeboat Institution expended no less than   

437,860 on its 268 lifeboat establish- 
ments on the coasts of England, Scotland, 
and Ireland ; in addition to having contri- 
buted to the saving’ of 1,048 persons from 
various shipwrecks on our coasts, for 
which services it granted ten silver medals - 
and seventeen votes of thanks on vellum, 
besides pecuniary rewards to the amount 
of £4,069. 

The number of lives saved, either by 
the lifeboats of the Society, or by special 
exertions, for which it has granted rewards 
since its formation in 1824, is 25,435, for 
which services, ninety-two gold medals,


