
THE LIFEBOAT: 

ported by the lieutenant-governor and other 

officers of the island, established, in 1826, 

a District Association, and the first lifeboat 

was stationed in Douglas Bay, and three 

others were added in 1827-9. In 1825, 

when the City of Glasgow steamer was 

stranded in Douglas Bay, Sir William 

Hillary assisted in saving the lives of sixty- 

two persons, and in the same year twenty 

more from merchant vessels. His greatest 

success was on November 20, 1830, when 

he saved in the lifeboat twenty-two men, 

the whole of the crew of the mail-steamer 

St George, which became a total wreck on 

St. Mary’s Rock. On this occasion he was 

washed overboard among the wreck, with 

three other persons, and was saved with 

great difficulty, having had six of his ribs 

fractured. 

During its first year of existence, the 

Society received £9,826, and placed twelve 

lifeboats on the coast, besides which 

thirty-nine were placed at various points 

by other individuals and bodies. 

The defects of existing lifeboats now 

began to attract attentica, and an improved 

model being deemed desirable, the Duke of 

Northumberland offered a prize for the 

best, which was awarded by competent naval 

examiners to James Beeching, of Great 

Yarmouth, in the year 1851. Mr. Beeching 

constructed a boat on the self-righting prin- 

ciple, which was purchased by the Rams- 

gate Harbour Commissioners, and which 

did good service. 

The Lifeboat Committee were not, how- 

ever, altogether satisfied with Mr. Beeching’s 

plan; and Mr. Peake, one of their number, 

designed a boat which, with many modifi- 

cations, is the model now in use. The 

length of this boat was 30 feet, depth of keel 

24 feet, breadth of beam 8 feet, and depth 

34 feet. It pulled ten oars, doubl e-banked. 

Tt had side air-cases under the seats, and 

raised air-cases, 4 feet long, in the extremes, 

up to gunwale height, the tops being 

covered with a good coating of cork, to 

prevent their being stove if jumped upon. 

In order to free the boat of any water she 

might ship, eight tubes, closed by self-acting   a 
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valves, passed through the deck and 

bottom. With the ballast of an iron keel 

of 7 cwt, she weighed 46 cwt. The 

draught of water was only 15 inches, or 18 

with crew on board. 

The following may be taken as a fair 

sample of the services which are continually 

being rendered to our brave sailors by the 

ships of this noble institution. We take 

the record from an admirable “Histury of 

the Lifeboat and its work,” written by Mr. 

Lewis, the Secretary. It should be said 

that this particular case has not been 

selected as exhibiting special danger or 

bravery :— 

“A few years ago, the assistance of the 

Walmer lifeboat was summoned by distress 

signals from the terrible Goodwins. At 3 

in the morning the Walmer and Kings- 

downe boats were launched siniultaneously, 

the former being named the Centurion, and 

the latter the Sabrina. The wind was blow- 

ing heavy from S.S.W., and it was raining 

thickly. Says one of the coxswains, ‘We 

proceeded in the direction of the signals, 

and, after encountering a fearful sea, we 

discovered alarge steamship on shore in the 

inner part of the Goodwin, known as the 

Callipers. At 4 a.m. boarded the said 

vessel, which proved to be the Sorrento 

screw steam-ship from the Mediterranean, 

with a cargo of barley, and bound to Lynn. 

The master asked us to remain and float 

the vessel, if possible. We put on board 

the greater part of both lifeboat crews, who 

threw over the cargo and carried out an an- 

chor, with a view, if possible, of floating her 

off over the sands at flowing tide ; but the 

wind and sea increasing as the tide flowed, 

she soon became a total wreck, filling with 

water, and the heavy, broken waves making 

a clean breach over her. At 11 am., 

thinking the two lifeboats, the Centurion 

and Sabrina, were insufficient to rescue the 

whole of the steamer’s crew, her ensign was . 

hoisted, union down, for more assistance, 

but none came; and at noon the Centurion 

lifeboat, which was then lying alongside, 

together with some of the steamer’s boats, 

were swept away, and the lifeboat was


