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The position in which the passengers are 
placed, if scarcely so comfortable .as a 
seat in a Pullman car, affords at least a 

capital opportunity of studying the pecu- 
liarities of tropical scenery, of hearing the 

morning call of the whistling grasshopper, 
the screeching of green paroquets, and all 

the minstrelsy of the woods, with, it may 
be, the hideous howl of an occasional 

baboon. Let us hope that the trio repre- 
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S Sp). this sea-girt isle of ours the 

-€ warmest sympathies of all are 

constantly excited on behalf 
of those who suffer from ship- 

? wreck ; and it is now happily 
regarded as one of the most 
important social duties to 
provide, so far as practicable, 
for the safety of the seafaring 
traveller. Yet it is only with- 
in the memory of living men 
that any real and practical 

attempts were made to establish means for 
the preservation of life on our coasts. . 

As early as 1784, a Mr. Lukin, of Long 
Acre, a coach-builder, designed and built a 
vessel which may fairly claim the honour 
of being the first lifeboat. This he called 
the “‘Unimmergible Boat ;” but though the 
Prince of Wales, afterwards George IV., 
assisted him with money and influence, he 
was not able to place a boat of this kind at 
any port, with the exception of one at 
Ramborough, purchased by a benevolent 
clergyman. No further efforts were made 
in this direction until 1789, when the ter- 
rible wreck of the Adventure, at the mouth 
of the Tyne, forced the matter again upon 
public attention. ‘The vessel lay stranded on 
the Herd Sand, at the entrance of the river, 
in the midst of tremendous breakers, and 
her crew “dropped off one by one from 
her rigging,” in the presence of thousands 
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sented in our engraving, and notably the 
American sea-captain in the middle, who 
is descanting with so much vigour upon 
botanical curiosities around him, will come 

to no grief before the end of their journey. 

A collision on this line and an abrupt 
descent into the mass of foliage beneath 
might lead to a closer acquaintance than 

desirable with spiders, centipedes, and 
snakes, 
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of spectators, not one of whom dared go 
afloat to the rescue in any of the ordinary 
boats. Under the strong feelings excited 
by this disaster, a committee was appointed, 
at a meeting of the inhabitants, to offer 
premiums for the best model of a lifeboat, 
“calculated: to brave the dangers of the 
sea, particularly of broken water.” The 
prize was gained by Mr. Henry Greathead, 
whose boat performed a useful service, in 
1791, by saving the crew of a Sunderland 
brig, stranded at the entrance of the Tyne. 
Before the end of 1803, no fewer than 
thirty-one lifeboats had been built on Mr. 
Greathead’s principle. 

Greathead’s boats were lamentably de- 
ficient in one respect: when upset, it 
had no power of self-righting, and the 
consequence was a terrible disaster in 1810, 
when one was overturned near Tynemouth, 
with a loss of thirty-four lives. Some of 
these boats are still in use, one especially 
at Redcar, which was built in 1802. 

In 1822 public interest was powerfully 
aroused by several terribly fatal wrecks, 
notably of the armed brig Racehorse, oft 
the Isle of Man. Sir William Hillary sent 
forth a powerful appeal, which was taken 
up by other benevolent persons; and the 
result was the formation, two years after- 
wards, of the Society now known as the 
National Lifeboat Institution. On_ his 
return to the Isle of Man, Sir William, sup-


