
INSECT SAPPERS AND MINERS. 

which were raised ten or fifteen feet from 

the ground, and overlooked the army 

marching below. Every now and then one 

or other of these would beat with his for- 

ceps upon the leaf, making.a noise similar 

to that described among the warrior species. 

This signal produced the same effect upon 

the marching white ants; for instantly the 

whole army returned the noise, and obeyed 

by increasing their pace with the utmost 

haste. 

into one, and then descended into the earth 

by two or three holes. They continued 

-marching by me for above an hour, as I 

stood admiring them, without any diminu- 

tion of their numbers.” 

Towards the begin- 

ning of the rainy season, 

these insects attain their 

perfect state. Their form 

and size are then much 

altered, and they are 

furnished with four large 

transparent wings, with 

which to wing their way 

in search of a new settle- 

ment. Some stormy 

evening is usually se- 

lected for the period of 

their flight, when they 

issue by millions from 

their subterranean re- 

treats, Their aerial life 

is, however, of very short 

duration, for, after a few hours, their wings 

wither and fall off. On the following day 

the carth appears thickly strewn with the 

bodies of these helpless insects, which then 

become a prey to innumerable foes. Only 

a small number escape, and, reaching a 

place of safety, form the foundation of a 

new community. 

' All travellers speak of ants being used 

by certain nations as food; but this is only 

the case with reference to the termites ; and 

there is no doubt that these insects are 

eaten by the natives of Africa, as well as by 
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the Indians. However strange it may ap- 

pear, this extraordinary kind of food seems 

to be relished even by Europeans, and tra- 

vellers agree in describing it as savoury and 

agreeable, resembling in flavour sweetened 

marrow or cream. Smeathman pronounces 

them.a delicate, nourishing, and wholesome 

food, and he seems even to prefer them to 

the famous palm grubs, which, in the West 

Indies, are brought to the tables of the rich 

as an exquisite delicacy. Surely the riddle 

of Samson aptly applies to these destructive 

insects, “Out of the eater came forth 

meat.” 

In his wanderings in Africa; Livingstone 

repeatedly with 

these destructive little 

pests. On one oc 

casion he says: ‘The 

soil teemed with white 

ants whose clay tunnels, 

formed to screen them 

from the eyes of birds, 

thread over the ground, 

up the trunks of trees, 

and along the branches, 

the little 

met 

from which 

architects clear away 

all rotten or dead 

wood. Very often the 

exact shape of branches 

is left in tunnels on 

the ground, and not a 

bit of the wood inside. 

The first night we met with them they 

ate through the grass beds and attacked 

the blankets, and certain of the large red- 

headed ones were equally ferocious. The 

hands and neck were the first objects of 

attack. It was as hard to sleep in the hut 

which they attacked as in the trenches 

before Sebastopol. “A man may be rich 

_to-day and poor to-morrow from the ravages 

of white ants,” said a Portuguese merchant. 

“If he gets sick, and unable to look after 

his goods, his slaves neglect them, and they 

are soon destroyed by these insects.”


