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various apartments,: especially the royal 

chamber, which they do so artfully that 

Smeathman, on reaching the centre of one 

of these edifices, was unable to distinguish 

it from a shapeless mass of clay. The. 

vicinity of the palace is betrayed, however, 

vy the great crowds of faithful lieges who 

collect around it, and who allow themselves 

to be crushed rather than abandon their 

charge. They even permitted themselves to 

be taken captives with the royal pair, and 

when placed in a large glass bowl, were 

seen incessantly engaged about the person 

of the queen, giving her food, and removing 

her eggs, which they carefully piled up in 

_some corner, or retired part of the vessel 

in which they were imprisoned. : 

Without destroying their works, it is 

scarcely possible to get a view of these 

insects, as they invariably keep below 

ground, save on peculiar occasions ; all the 

nests having subterranean galleries, which 

radiate in all directions, and often to very 

considerable distances from the point of 

their origin. Even the tree termites con- 

struct a long tube which reaches to the 

ground, and serves as the centre of their 

covered roads. All the species, too, have 

the. same habits, and their innumerable 

hosts are incessantly on the watch for some 

substances on which to prey. It is this 

instinct which makes them so formidable to 

many, that Linneus did not hesitate to 
designate them as “the greatest scourge of 

the Indies.” Hidden from the view of 

those whom they threaten, the termites 

undermine the very walls of store-houses 

and dwellings, and make their way up into 
the interior. Some attack the wood-work, 

others the furniture and provisions of every 
sort, whilst others demolish the floors and 

roofs ; but, being always careful to avoid 

the light, they never work their way to the 
surface of the objects they consume, but 

content themselves with gutting the interior. 
Their work of destruction progresses with 
such amazing rapidity, that one season 

suffices for the entire destruction of an 
European house, while a negro village 
completely disappears within the . same 
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period. They have been known to pene- 

trate, in a single night, through the foot of 

a table, and, ascending the leg from the 

ground upwards, to attack a box which 

stood upon it, and so completely to destroy 

the contents, that next day not an inch of 

the clothing it contained remained intact, 

and even papers and pencils, including the 

lead, had all disappeared in the same time. 

So skilfully do they leave the upper sheets 

and the margin of each leaf entire, that the 

eye is perfectly deceived, and a mass of 

crumbling substance has the appearance of 

a pile of papers in perfect order. In the 

same way the whole interior of oak posts 

will crumble under the touch, while exter- 

nally they look perfectly sound, the layer 

left untouched by the termites not being 

thicker than a sheet of paper. 

The marching termites are no less curious 

than the warlike species. They seem to be 

much scarcer and larger than the other. 

Our traveller was fortunate enough to see 

one of their armies march by him. He 

says: “One day, on my return through the 

thick forest, suddenly I heard a loud hiss. 

This noise caused me to move a few paces 

from the path, where, to my great astonish- 

ment and pleasure, 1 saw an army of ter- 

mites coming out of a hole in the ground, 

which could not be above four or five inches 

wide. They came out in vast numbers, 

and seemingly as fast as they could possibly 

march. In less than a yard from the place 

they divided into two columns, composed 

chiefly of the labourers, twelve or fifteen 

abreast, and crowded as closely as sheep in 

a drove, going straight forward, and among 

them, here and there, a soldier was to be 

seen. While these were hastening along, 

a great many soldiers appeared, spread 

about on both sides of the two lines: of 

march, some a foot or two distant, standing 

still or sauntering about, as if on the look- 

out for any enemies who might assail the 

labourers. But the most extraordinary part 

of the march was the conduct of some of 

the soldiers, who, having mounted the plants 

which grew here and there, had placed 

themselves on the points of the leaves,


