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fulfil the functions. of soldiers, and are 

exclusively occupied in watching over the 

common safety, as well as in maintaining 

good order. The larvee and nymphs aré 

by no means idle during their transition 

state, but perform all the labours required 

in the community. In fact, they build the 

dwellings, dig the excavations, amass the 

provisions, and attend upon the common 

mother, whose eggs they receive and take 

care of. Though so much work devolves 

upon them, they are of very small size. 

The workers of the Zermes bellicosus are 

not larger than our common ants, which 

they so much resemble that the Creoles and 

most travellers still call them by that name. 

Their whole body is of such extreme deli- 

cacy that the slightest touch crushes them ; 

but their head is provided with sawlike 

mandibles, of so strong and horny a sub- 

stance as to enable them to attack the 

hardest bodies, excepting only stones and 

metals. 

The soldiers are about twice their length, 

and weigh as much as fifteen of the workers. 

This weight is owing to their enormous 

horny heads, which are much larger than 

their bodies, and armed with sharp pincers, 

true weapons of offence, quite unfitted for 

the purposes of ordinary labour. These 

preserve, through the whole of their lives, 

the characters and attributes which have 

obtained for them the name of soldiers. 

Although they hardly number one hundredth 

part of the whole insect population, they 

constitute a distinct class, which may be 

compared to the nobility of a monarchy, 

while the larvae may be looked upon as 

the plebeians of the community. At ordin- 

ary times, they live in idleness, merely 

keeping guard, or watching the labours of 

the workers, over whom they evidently 

exercise authority. In times of war, they 

showthe utmost valour, attacking the enemy, 

and are ready to sacrifice themselves, if 

needful, for the common safety. No sooner 

is the first. blow struck against one of their 

edifices, than the nearest sentinel is seen to 

hurry forward. ‘The alarm is given, and in 

an instant a crowd of combatants hasten to   
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the point of attack, moving their heads in 

all directions, and opening and shutting 

their forceps with a loud noise. When 

once they have fixed these formidable 

weapons into any substance, nothing can 

make them loose their hold. They will be 

torn piecemeal without unlocking their 

jaws ; and woe betide the unfortunate hands 

and legs which are unprotected from their 

gripe. They at once draw blood; so that 

the negroes, who are without shoes and 

only half-clothed, are soon put to flight, 

and even Europeans who venture to assail 

their strongholds do not come off without 

formidable wounds. 

While they are thus engaged in fighting, 

the soldiers, with their forceps strike the 

ground from time to time, and this well- 

known sound is immediately answered by 

the labourers, who reply to it with a sort of 

whistling or hissing noise. As soon as the 

attack ceases, the fighting men retire, and 

the masons come out in crowds, each bring- 

ing in his mouth a piece of clay, ready 

prepared. Each in turn applies his portion 

of mortar to the place that needs repair, 

and then makes way for another, who does 

the same ; and thus the breach is repaired 

in a surprisingly short time. While this is 

going on, the soldiers remain in the interior, 

excepting one or two to every thousand 

labourers. One of them appears to be 

charged with the superintendence of the 

works, for during the building of a wall he 

stands at his post, slowly turning his head 

in all directions, and striking the dome 

rapidly every few minutes with his forceps, 

which produces a sound somewhat louder 

than the ticking of a watch. This is re- 

sponded to by a hissing noise, which seems 

to resound from all sides of the building, 

and is invariably accompanied by signs of 

increased activity among the labourers. 

If the attack be renewed, instantly the 

workmen disappear, and the soldiers replace 

them ina twinkling, contesting their ground 

with the utmost tenacity, and defending it 

inch by inch. Nor are the labourers mean- 

while unoccupied ; they block up all the 

passages and galleries which lead to the


