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or the stain of ambition, craft, and cruelty. 

As we have seen, we are not without 

evidence that that proud spirit was humbled 

by his fall, and that the slow sad years 

brought amelioration and peace. In this 

better hope we leave him. We cannot 

conclude better than with the verses found 

in his Bible, and a copy of which he is 

said to have given away the night before 

his execution. In the whole compass of 

English literature there is no more touch- 
ing fragment :— 

‘* Even such is Time, that takes on trust 

Our youth, our joys, our all we have, 

And pays us but with earth and dust ; 

Who in the dark and silent grave, 

When we have wardered all our ways, 

Shuts up the story of our days : 

But from this earth, this grave, tnis dust, 

My God shall raise me uy, I trust.” 

    interesting account of 

the singular habits of the 

termites, or “white ants,” 

has been given by Mr. 

Smeathman, an English 

naturalist. 

They have generally been 

called “ants,” probably on 

account of the similarity of 

their manner of living, and 
their skilful and diligent 

labour; but they are by no 

means the same kind of insects. They 

certainly not only equal but excel ants, 

bees, wasps, and beavers, in the art of 

building ; and, if we take into account the 

comparative size of the architects, we find, 
on comparing the hillocks constructed by 

these insects with the most colossal works 

of man, that the result is calculated to 

awaken in us sentiments of humility. The 

Great Pyramid of Cheops, in ‘its original 

state, before the base became covered by 
the accumulation of sand, was about 480 

feet in height. It was, therefore, about 
ninety-six times the height of a man, as- 
suming the average stature of Africans to 
be five feet. The hillocks which the ter- 
mites raise are about a thousand times 
higher than the insects which construct 

them; so that these edifices of the white 

ants are, relatively, many times higher than 
the loftiest of our monuments. 

These artificial mounds are surprisingly   
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strong; they are but of small circumfe- 

rence, compared with their height, and when 

finished are pointed. at the top, so that you 
might imagine, to look at them, they could 

be blown down by a violent wind; but, in 

reality, they are proof against most assaults. 

While they are still in the course of con- 

struction, and when their domes are acces- 

sible to the wild bulls, these animals may 

often be seen standing on their summits, as 

sentinels to the rest of the herd; and Mr. 

Smeathman assures us that he and his com- 

panions were in the habit of climbing up 

them in order to survey the surrounding 

country. In some regions, their magnitude, 

regularity, and numbers make them resem- 

ble an assemblage of negro huts. “ They 

rise from eight to ten feet high, with a 

smooth surface of rich clay, excessively 

hard and well built.” Situated in the centre 

of the ground worked by each colony, these 

edifices may be said to constitute the capi- 

tal of the community; and, like our own 

large cities, they have their public streets 

and squares, through which a numerous 

population is constantly passing to and fro; 

their magazines always well filled with pro- 

visions; their nurseries, in which new 

generations are reared by the care of the 

community ; and lastly, the palace of their 

sovereigns, who are, in truth, the actual 

father and mother of their subjects. 

This description applies to the nests of 

the Zermes bellicosus, which is the largest of


