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turers might receive a murderous reception. 
We do not care to dweli »n the details 

of that shameful and melancholy story. 
It will be remembered how the expedition 
proved an utter failure; how the Spanish 
fleet hung in their rear; how the town of 
St. Thomas was taken, where Raleigh’s 
eldest son, his pride and hope, was slain; 
how there was a disastrous retreat; how 
his fleet displayed a mutinous spirit; how 
his subaltern, Captain Keymis, in grief and 
despair destroyed himself ; and how Raleigh 
himself was taken into custody. He might 
have suspected that his life would have 
been in imminent danger had he returned 
to England. The means were found where- 
by he might easily have gone over to 
France. At the proper time he’ fatally 
vacillated, and when he subsequently at- 
tempted to escape he was betrayed by his 
confederates. 

The Spanish ambassador insisted that 
vengeance should be exacted. King James 
was then full of his irreligious and un- 
patriotic scheme of marrying his son Charles 
to the Infanta of Spain. He could refuse 
nothing to Gondomar. It was resolved 
that Raleigh should be put to death ac- 
cording to his old sentence, a sentence of 
fifteen years’ standing. Raleigh pleaded 
that in his recent expedition he had held 
the King’s commission under the great seal, 
and that this was tantamount to a pardon. 
In justice this plea was perfectly conclusive. 
He had even consulted Lord Bacon about 
it before he last sailed, and Lord Bacon 
assured him that his commission was a 
legal pardon. The Court of King’s Bench, 
however, told Raleigh that all these years 
past he had been a dead man in the eyes 
of the law, and that, since execution was 
prayed for, they must award it. 

There remained just one chance of 
saving his life, and that was, to make an 
appeal to Gondomar, the all-powerful 
Spanish ambassador. This, however, 
Raleigh steadily refused to do. He wished 
for a little delay, and, this being denied, 
he cheerfully prepared for death. “The 
world,” he calmly said, “was but a large 
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prison, out of which some were daily 
selected for execution.” Dr. Tonson, the 
Dean of Westminster, was appointed to 
attend him. “He was,” says this clergy- 
man, “the most fearless of death that was 
ever known, and the most resolute and 
confident, yet with reverence and con- 
science. When I began to encourage 
him against the fear of death, he made so 
slight of it that I wondered at him. When 
I told him that the dear servants of God. 
in better causes than his, had shrunk back 
and trembled a little, he denied not, but 
gave God thanks he never feared death, 
and much less then.” Raleigh also told 
him that “no man that knew God, and 
feared Him, could die with cheerfulness and 
courage except he were assured of the love 
and favour of God towards him.” He 
spoke at some length on the scaffold, con- 
cluding his remarks thus: “And now I 
entreat you all to join with me in prayer to 
the great God of heaven, whom I have 
grievously offended, being a man full of 
vanity, and have lived a sinful life in all 
sinful callings—for I have been a soldier, a 
captain, a sea captain, and a courtier, which 
are courses of wretchedness and vice— 
that God would forgive me, and cast away 
my sins from me, and that He would re- 
ceive me into everlasting life. So I take 
my leave of all you, making my peace with 
God.” He desired the executioner to 
show him the axe. The man hesitating, 
Sir Walter said, ‘‘I pr’ythee let me see it: 
dost thou think I am afraid of it?” He 
passed his finger along the edge, and said 
to the sheriff, “ This isa sharp medicine, 
but it isa cure for all diseases.” Having 
given his forgiveness to the executioner, 
and entreated the prayers of the beholders, 
that God would strengthen and assist him, 
he laid his head on the block. 

Thus, then, died Sir Walter Raleigh, 
than whom none filled a larger space in the 
history of his age and country. Pre- 
eminent in daring, genius, and glory, he 
was pre-eminent in suffering, in disgrace, 
and in the tragedy of his doom. His 
active career is not without the suspicion


