
A NOBLE ADVENTURER. 

‘ole his faithful wife: ‘Let my sorrows go 

into my grave with me, and be buried in 

the dust. And, seeing it is not the will of 

God that ever I shall see you more in this 

life, bear it patiently and with a heart like 

thyself... . Thy mournings cannot avail 

me: I am but dust. Remember your poor 

child, for his father’s sake, who chose you 

and loved you in his happiest time.” 

King James continued, with cruel caprice, 

to make Raleigh languish in intolerable 

suspense. The sentence was unexecuted, 

and for long years Raleigh remained a 
prisoner with the axe suspended above his 

neck. Lady Raleigh knelt in vain before 
James: the King passed her in unfeeling 

silence. By-and-by the rigour of his im- 

prisonment was relaxed, and his wife was 
allowed to be with him, A son was born 

to him in the Tower. The King confis- 

cated the greatest part of his property, to 

confer it ona worthless minion. “I mun 

have the land; I mun have it for Carr.” 

It has been truly said that Raleigh con- 
verted the Tower into a temple of the 

muses. To beguile his imprisonment he 

projected his gigantic undertaking, ‘The 

History of the World.” 

It is now known that several learned 

coadjutors assisted him; but the genius, 
eloquence, and glory of the work is all his 

own. Mr. Hallam observes respecting this 

celebrated work, that Sir Walter Raleigh is 
“less pedantic than most of his contem- 

poraries ; seldom low, and never affected.” 

Hume says of him that “he is the best 
model of our ancient style.” He writes as 
we should expect a man to write who en- 

joyed the companionship of Shakespeare, 
Spenser, and Ben Jonson. Only the first 

part was completed, bringing the work 

down to the end of the second Macedonian 
war, one hundred and fifty years before 

Christ. It was his intention to have com- 
pleted two more volumes, Of which he says, 

“T have intended and hewn out ;” but the 

death of Prince Henry, to whom the work 

was dedicated, ‘besides many other dis- 
couragements, persuaded him to silence.” 

One of these discouragements was the 
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comparative neglect with which the work 

was received; a fate which has befallen 

various great undertakings. Somewhere in 

the depths of the work Raleigh has given 

the portrait of James as a pattern king, ably 

putting forth the favourable side of his 

reign, and with a flattery which only his 

dire necessities could excuse. We wonder 

if James ever-read it. Most likely he did, 

the pedant! but the passage would have 

no influence, no more than Prince Henry's 

regard for Raleigh, or the continual inter. 

cession of his wife, Anne of Denmark. 

When Sir Walter Raleigh was at last en- 

larged, this was effected by means of a 

heavy bribe given to the new favourite, 

Villers. 

In 1615 Sir Walter Raleigh was released. 

He was an old man now, but not too old, 

he hoped, to achieve something that might 

regain wealth and honours. He revived 

the old unhappy Guianascheme. He must 

long have brooded over it in those weary 

years in the Tower, and have longed in 

his prison to be once more on the broad 

waters and beneath the blue heavens. 

Raleigh never ceased to bring the subject 

before the .attention of the Secretary of 

State, Winwood, and completely dazzled 

him with the splendour of his designs. 

The King gave permission. At this time 

the King was completely under Spanish 

influence, and the Spaniards naturally 

viewed with alarm any such projected un- 

dertaking. Gondomar, the ambassador, 

strongly protested. The King  feebly 

hesitated between his cupidity and his fear 

of offending Spain. He limited Raleigh’s 

patent, only giving him power to trade with 

savage or infidel nations, and forbidding 

any offence against the King of Spain. 

He also demanded a written statement 

from Raleigh of the amount of his force 

its object and destination. The King had 

the incredible folly or wickedness to put 

this paper into the hands of Gondomar. 

The Spanish ambassador sent off a copy 

of the document to the governor of St. 

Thomas, and Spanish soldiers were also 

provided in abundance, that the adven- 
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