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Raleigh, whose career so often reminds 

us of the knight-errantry of the old ro- 

mantic type,in the kingdom of Portugal, 

aiding Don Antonio against the hostilities 

of the King of Spain. Some time after his 
return he fell into well-merited disgrace, 

from scandalous circumstances, and by the 

Queen’s orders he was committed into 
custody for some months. He was not 

long, however, in regaining lost favour. 

Those were days in which England could 

ill spare the services of so gallant a son. 
News came that the Spaniards were making 
preparations in their ports for a second 
Armada. The Queen determined to be 
the first to attack, and sent out an arma- 

ment on a secret expedition to Cadiz. 
The gallant, headstrong Essex had the 
chief command of the land forces. Raleigh 
commanded a squadron under the famous 
Lord Howard of Effingham, the admiral. 
Lord Clarendon calls this expedition to 
Cadiz “ Raleigh’s fortunatest piece.” On 
his return home Raleigh projected those 
vast Guiana designs which were hereafter 
to shroud his path in perplexity and dark- 
ness. Guiana was a region which the 
Spaniards, amid all their schemes of 
conquest and colonization, had hitherto 
left untouched. In his dedication to the 
“History of Guiana” Raleigh says that 
“many years since he had knowledge, by 
relation, of the mighty, rich, and beautiful 
empire of Guiana, and of that great and 
golden city which the Spaniards call El 
Dorado, and the naturals Manoa.” Raleigh 
himself determined to set off in search for 
El Dorado, that splendid vision which so 
baffled the adventurers of the age, and, like 
the translucent waters of the mirage, re- 
treated for ever before them in the 
despairing distance. Many persons 
believed in the existence of this fabulous 
city, Manoa, and of the Lake Panama, of 
which the sands were pure gold. On this 
occasion, when Raleigh reached the coast, 
he was told that Guiana was six hundred 
miles farther from the sea than he had been 
before informed. He thought it best to 
conceal this new information from his 

  
  

companions. He left his ships at anchor, 
and taking the small barges, and an old 
galley, went on for four hundred miles. 
Unfortunately he had neglected to take 
with him the proper mining instruments for 
testing the value of the mineral productions. 
On his way several petty princes surren- 
dered, to whom he showed the portrait’ of 
Queen Elizabeth ; and, as a sure means of 
pleasing the Queen, he says, “They so 
admired and honoured it, as it had been 
easy to have made them idolatrous thereof.” 
The lateness of the season, and the over- 
flowing of the rivers, prevented their 
further progress. He returned home, 
having effected little more. than some 
exploration of the country. 

On his return he published his celebrated 
account of the expedition to Guiana. This 
has given rise to a considerable amount of 
controversy, which has generally, and, we 
think, unjustly, been unfavourable to the 
memory of Raleigh. The expectations 
which he holds out are brilliant, but not 
more so than those which really tinctured 
his own mind. “For the rest, which my- 
self have seen, I will promise these things 
that follow and know to be true. Those 

who are desirous to discover and to see 
many nations may be satisfied with this 

river Orinoco, which bringeth forth so many 
arms and branches, leading to several 

countries and provinces, about two thou- 

‘sand miles east and west, and eight hundred 
miles north and south, and of these the 

most rich, either in gold or in. other 

merchandises. The common soldier shall 

here fight for gold, and pay himself, instead 
of pence, with plates of half a foot broad, 

whereas he breaketh his bones in other 
wars for provant and penury.” He speaks. 

too, of the hills sparkling “ with stones of 

the colour of gold and silver.” The 

veracity of Raleigh has been very strongly 
impugned. This was the case even in the 
time of Queen Elizabeth; still more so, 

and under tragic circumstances, in the next 

reign, and in the times that have succeeded 
quite as much. Sir Richard Schomburg, 
in his preface to “ Raleigh’s Guiana,” points


