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withal thoughtful eye, the form tall and 
massive, and marked by that manly beauty 
to which Elizabeth always attached such 
high importance. In his dress, according 
to the fashion of the times, he strives to be 

rare and costly. Sometimes he has ona 
pinked vest flowered with pearls, and on 
his head a feather with a ruby. At other 
times he is in silvered armour, so costly 

~and curious that it was preserved in the 
Tower, with sword and belt studded with 
precious stones. At court he formed a 
friendship with that mirror of knighthood, 
Sir Philip Sidney. Queen Elizabeth gave 
him some employment in Ireland, and 
there he formed a friendship with the great 
poet, Edmund Spenser. 

Raleigh probably discerned that the best 
way to the favour of a sovereign of Queen 
Elizabeth’s temper was to distinguish him- 
self in high and difficult matters; and this 
also would best suit his own adventurous 
and intrepid temper. The brothers planned 
a second voyage to Newfoundland, and a 
fleet was prepared. The vessel in which 
Raleigh sailed was obliged to put back, as 
a virulent fever broke out among the crew. 
Sir Humphrey took possession of New- 
foundland by digging up a turf, and planted 
the first British colony there. On the 
homeward voyage the brave Sir Humphrey 
was unfortunately lost. Raleigh, however, 
persisted in. the schemes that had been 
planned. He obtained letters patent from 
the Queen to “discover such remote, 
heathen, and barbarous lands as were not 
actually possessed by any Christian, -nor 
inhabited by any Christian people.” At 
this time European knowledge respecting 
the northern continent of America was of a 
most unsettled and limited kind. Various 
pilots, who had sailed in the Spanish waters 
off Mexico, had told him that, returning by 
the Havannah and the Gulf of Florida, they 
had observed a continued coast strétching 
far away to the north-west. It occurred to 
Raleigh that, as the Spaniards had settled 
the middle and southern parts of America, 
so there must be vast tracts to the north 
reserved for himself and the English. At 
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his own charge he fitted out two vessels, 
which were despatched according to what 
was then the usual route, by the Canaries 
and the West Indies. The captains of 
Raleigh’s vessels reached Florida, of which 
they took possession in the name of the 
Queen, and Elizabeth commanded Raleigh 
to call the new acquisition Virginia. Vir- 
ginia accordingly became a common name 
for all the coasts of North America 
colonized by the English, and subsequently 
was limited to the district now so called. 
Raleigh’s Virginia was in fact Florida. He 
was now in the brilliant culmination of his 
fortunes. Queen Elizabeth knighted him, 
and this great Queen considered that 
knighthood from her hands was superior to 
any barony. His native county elected 
him Member of Parliament. The Queen 
gave him lands in Ireland, monopolies in 
England, made him Seneschal of her 
duchies, and Lord Warden of her stannaries. 
In the meantime Raleigh, amid his diversi- 
fied employments, steadily devoted so many 
hours a day to study, and distinguished 
himself also by the manner in which he 
fostered literature and the arts. In the 
midst of all this greatness, imputations of 
favouritism were heard, and the Queen was 
even told that “ Raleigh was of too much 
and too intolerable a power.” Perhaps 
there was something in his manner, or 
aspiring ambition, or sudden rise, that to 
the wise and wary was of evil augury. 
When the sagacious Burleigh drew up his 
instructions for his son, he wrote, “Seek 
not to be Essex: shun to be Raleigh.” We 
are now, however, at the most glorious 
portion of his career, where the biography 
of Raleigh becomes part and parcel of the 
history of England. We doubt not all our 
readers are familiar with that stirring 
episode in English history, the destruction 
of the Spanish Armada, and will recollect 
how Sir Walter Raleigh, with the other 
notable sea captains of Queen Elizabeth, 
repulsed the Spaniards, and how in very 
truth “the stars in their courses fought 
against Sisera.” 

Soon after this we find the adventurous


