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and not outward through the door, for in 

the latter case he could not have escaped 

being killed by falling on the rock below. 

The light-keeper in his solitary watch in 

the light-room is sometimes visited by large 
flocks of woodcocks, thrushes, larks, and 

other birds. These, driven at night by 

wind from the land, or attracted by the 

dazzling light, sometimes strike against the 
lantern with great force and are killed. 

Large sea-birds also, hurried onward by the 

gale, occasionally strike against it, shiver- 
ing the thick plate-glass to pieces, and 
falling dead on the light-room floor. 

The force of the waves in a storm is very 
great at Skerryvore, exposed as it 1s to the 
full force of the wide Atlantic. Mr. Thomas 
Stevenson constructed a marine dynamo- 

meter which registered the force of the 
waves that struck it. It was found’ from 

observations made by him with this instru- 
ment at Skerryvore, that the average force 
of the waves during five of the summer 

\weE of the most remarkable 
, silver mines in California is 

called the “‘ Gulch.” The ore 
here yields from 240 to 270 
ounces of silver to the ton, 
and lies like a coal bank in 
a stratification of limestone, 

dipping about 15 degrees. 
Two openings have been made 

at points 600 feet apart, and 

sufficient ore is in sight to 
make millions of dollars. The 

owners have gone far enough to know that 
there is a fui acre of the ore in the one 
solid body, and some conception may be 
formed of the amazing richness of this dis- 
covery by a brief calculation of its dimen- 

  

  

  

months of 1843 and 1844 was 611 Ib. per 

square foot. The average force for the six 

winter months of the same years was 2,086 lb. 

The greatest result obtained at Skerryvore 

was on 2gth March, 1845, during a heavy 

westerly gale, when a pressure of 6,083 lb. 

—nearly equal to three tons—per square 

foot was registered. 
In the German Ocean, according to ob- 

servations made by. Mr. Thomas Stevenson 

at the Bell Rock, the greatest result 

obtained was a pressure of 3,013 lb. per 

square foot. 

There is a hole in the rock at Skerryvore, 
not far from the landing-place, into which 

during a storm the surge rolls with such 

- force that it is immediately shot out again, 

making a loud report like a cannon. 

On leaving the rock we observed one or 
two sea-gulls hovering about. The light- 
keepers told us they gladly welcomed them, 

as they were sometimes the only living crea- 
tures they saw for several days together. 

AN. ACRE OF SILVER. 
sions. A cubic foot weighs 170 pounds, 
and, as the ore les, 12 cubic feet make a 

ton. There are 43,560 square feet in an 

acre ; and the acre of ore, being three feet 

in thickness, makes 130,680 cubic feet, 
which, with 12 cubic feet to the ton, makes 
10,900 tons, worth $250 per ton, or the enor- 

mous value in the aggregate of $2,700,000. 

The ‘ Crescent” is another mine in 
which the silver is worked like a coal bed, 

the ore lying horizontally in the large room 
that has been opened, the roof being held 
up by heavy timbers with very stout caps 
and tugging poles. The ore breasts from 

a foot to three and four feet, and occa- 

sionally, here and there, very fine speci- 

mens of pure horn silver are found, 

 


