
on 4th July, 1840, and the mason work was 

‘completed on 25th July, 1842. The large 

blocks of granite were obtained from the 

Ross of Mull quarry, and after being roughly 

formed into blocks were shipped for Hynish, 

distant about twenty-six miles; and they 

were dressed there in such a manner as to 

avoid the nécessity of any fitting on the 

-rock. This operation required great care, 

and occupied much time. For example, 

the dressing of each centre stone of the 

floors into which the others were dovetailed 

occupied one man about three hundred and 

twenty hours. 

The next year, 1843, was spent in fitting 

up the interior, and the light was first 

exhibited to the mariner on ist February, 

1844. 

Taking into account the money expended 

on the harbour for the lighthouse tender and 

other incidental expenses, Skerryvore light- 

house cost in its erection £86,977 175. 7a. 

The light is on the dioptric or lens sys- 

tem, the rays of light being deflected into 

the proper direction by passing through 

lenses of the finest glass. It is a revolving 

light of the first order, appearing at its 

brightest once a minute, and is visible for 

eighteen nautical miles. The lighting ap- 

paratus consists of eight large annular lenses 

attached to a frame resembling an oct- 

angular drum, which revolves round a 

fixed central lamp-by means of clockwork. 

The lamp contains four concentric wicks, 

and the oil is made to flow copiously over 

these to prevent their being charred by the 

great heat evolved during combustion. 

The average consumption of .oil in a light 

of this description is 760 gallons of colza 

or 800 of paraffin oil in a year. 

There are four light-keepers attached to 

this. lighthouse, three of whom are always 

on the rock, and the fourth on shore. 

Their families reside at the relieving station 

at Hynish in Tyree. Each light-keeper 

remains six weeks on the rock and two on 

shore—a small steamer taking out to the 

rock the light-keeper on shore, and carry- 

ing back another to the station every, 

fortnight, if the weather permits. The life 
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on the. rock would seem to be very 

monotonous, but many of the men prefer 

Skerryvore to other stations. The pay is 
higher—the principal light-keeper’s pay and 

allowances amounting altogether to about 

41320 in value—and the fortnight’s holiday 

on shore is much appreciated. 

The lighthouse consists of solid stone 
for the first twenty-eight feet, and entrance 

is obtained to it bya door at the top of 

this structure. The ascent to this door is 

by a ladder of gun-metal, which runs per- 

pendicularly up the side of the tower; and 
a winding ladder inside leads to the various 

apartments above. 

The first room, entering from the outer 

door, is a store for goods ; the second,.on 

the floor above, a store for coals ; the third, 

a workshop; the fourth contains a stove; 

the fifth isa kitchen; the sixth and seventh 

are sleeping apartments; the eighth, a 

library ; the ninth, an oil cellar; and the 

tenth, the light-room. 

A short time previous to our visit the 

tower was struck by. lightning. When 

this happened one of the light-keepers was 

sleeping in bed, and was suddenly awakened 

by a loud report, which he imagined at the 

moment to have been caused by the explo- 

sion of paraffin oil in the lightroom. He 

immediately rushed there and found every- 

thing right; but the second light-keeper, 

who was at his post watching the lamp, 

had heard the report, and was also much 

alarmed. He then descended the tower and 

found the third light-keeper lying senseless 

on the floor of the first apartment. ‘The 

latter had been standing close to the en-— 

trance door, when he was struck by the 

lightning and thrown to the inner end of 

the room. After some time he recovered 

consciousness, but he was quite deaf for 

several weeks. On examining the inside 

of the tower a considerable. portion of the 

thick iron stove-pipe was found shattered 

into fragments, but little damage otherwise 

was done. Whether the lightning entered 

the building from above or from below still 

remains a niystery. But it was fortunate 

that the light-keeper was thrown inward


