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Bell Rock and Eddystone a joke to it, for 

the nearest land is the wild island of Tyree 
at fourteen miles’ distance. So-much for 

the Skerry Vhor.” 
The height of the respective towers of the 

three rock lighthouses referred to by Sir 
Walter, is as follows :—Eddystone, 68 feet ; 

Bell Rock, roo feet; Skerryvore, 138; 

while their dimensions in cubic feet are :— 

Eddystone, 13,343; Bell Rock, 28,530; 

Skerryvore, 58,580. 
The erection of Skerryvore Lighthouse 

was authorized by an Act of Parliament 

passed in -1814, but so formidable did the 

work appear that a survey of the rocks was 

not made until 1835. Operations were 
commenced in the summer of 1838 by 
the erection of a temporary barrack for 
‘the.workmen. The framework of this was 
completed in the end of the autumn, but 
was entirely destroyed in a storm in the 
following November. A new barrack was 
thereafter put up, perched forty feet above 
the rock, and was occupied for the first 
time on r4th May, 1840, by Mr. Alan 
Stevenson and thirty men. 

_ Mr. Alan Stevenson, in his interesting 
account of the lighthouse, gives a graphic 
description of the life in this barrack. “For 
several days,” he says, ‘the seas rose so 
high as to prevent our attempting to go 
down to the rock; and the cold and com- | 
fortless nature of our abode reduced all 
hands to the necessity of. seeking warmth 
in bed, where (rising only to our meals) we 
generally spent the greater part of the day, 

‘listening to the howling of the winds and 
the beating of the waves, which occasionally 
made the house tremble ina startling man- 
ner. Such a scene, with the ruins of the 
former barrack not twenty yards from us, 
was calculated only to inspire the most 
desponding anticipations; and I well re- 

_ ember the undefined sense of dread that 
flashed across my mind on being awakened 
one night by a heavy sea, which struck the 
barrack and made my cot or hammock 
swing inwards from the wall, and was im- 
mediately followed by a cry of terror from 
the men in the apartment above me, most 

‘allowed for breakfast ; 

  

of whom, startled by the sound and tremor, 
immediately sprang from their berths to the 
floor, impressed with the idea that the whole 
fabric had been washed into the sea.” The 
work on the rock was very laborious. - It 
commenced at four in the morning,- con- 
tinuing until eight, when half an hour was 

after’ which it was 
carried on till two, when another hal£hour 
was taken for dinner; and the work was 
again resumed and continued. till seven, 
eight, and even nine o’clock, when anything 
urgent was in hand. Mr. Stevenson, after 
remarking that such protracted exertion 
produced a continual drowsiness, and that 
he repeatedly fell asleep in the middle of 
breakfast or dinner, adds, “‘ Yet life on the 
Skerryvore Rock was by no means destitute 
of its peculiar pleasures. The grandeur of 
the ocean’s rage, the deep murmur of the 
waves, the hoarse cry of the sea-birds which 

| wheeled continually over us, especially at 
our meals, the low moaning of the wind, or 
the gorgeous brightness of a glassy sea and 
a cloudless sky, and the solemn stillness of 
a deep blue vault studded with stars, or 
cheered by the splendours of the full moon, 
were the phases of external things that often 
arrested one’s thoughts in a situation where, 
with all the bustle that sometimes prevailed, 
theré was necessarily so much time for 
reflection.” 

The excavation of the foundation of the 
lighthouse tower was a serious operation. 
A horizontal cut was first made so as to lay 
bare a level floor of sufficient extent to con- 
tain the foundation pit. This operation 
occupied 30 men for 102 days, and required 
the firing of no fewer than 246 ‘shots, 

| chiefly horizontal, the quantity of material 
removed being about 2,000 tons. When 
the floor’ had been roughly levelled a foun- 
dation pit was marked out, 42 feet in 
diameter, on one level throughout. The 
pit was then excavated to the extent of 
15 inches or so, and the circle prepared for 
the reception of the first course. This 
second operation occupied 20 men for 217 
days. 

The building of the tower was commenced


