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EARLY two centuries have 

passed ‘since the earliest 

English lighthouse was erec- 

ted off Ram’s Head, on the 

coast of Cornwall, by Win- 

stanley. The old Eddystone 

did good service at a time 

when science was in its 

infancy, and when a light- 

house was indeed little more 

than a house with a light in 

it, It was begun in 1696, 
completed in 1699, but was not destined to 

last long; and superstitious people saw 

something ominous in the fact that when it 

was destroyed its daring constructor pe- 

rished with it. It had resisted the waves 
for fourteen years. But the terrible storm 

of 1703 proved too much for it. Attacked 

simultaneously by wind and sea, it went to 
pieces; and for some two or three years 

afterwards the place where tlie Eddystone 

Lighthouse had stood was marked only by 
ruins. 

In the case of constructions and devices 
of all kinds out of the ordinary way, li is a 
common belief that the thing devised will 
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somehow “return to plague the inventor.” » 
The maker of the Brazen Bull is reported 
to have been roasted to death in his own 

diabolical contrivance; the Russian archi- 
tect who built a more grotesque church than 
it seemed possible that any one else could 
construct, was blinded, that he might not 
repeat his ludicrous masterpiece elsewhere ; 
and people say to this day, in France as in 
other countries, that the benevolent Dr. 

* Guillotin was one of the first victims by the 

Ss
: decapitating machine which, to his in- 

finite disgust, was christened by his name, 
and which, though not its inventor, he had, 
in fact, from motives of humanity, re- 
commended for general use. A couple of 
centuries ago, such a lighthouse as that 
which Winstanley had built on the reefs and 

  

‘LIGHTS IN THE SEA, 

rocks of the Ram’s Head, and which he 
seemed to have raised up from the midst of 

the ocean, had a phenomenal and even. a 
portentous aspect. He had not, indeed, 

built a Tower of Babel. But against 

irresistible natural forces he had erected 
what many regarded as a tower of defiance ; 
and to these it seemed quite in the way of 
Providential retribution that the preten- 
tious erection should be overturned by the 

offended elements, and its author crushed 

beneath the ruins of his own design. 
But the Eddystone Lighthouse had al- 

ready proved of the greatest value; and 
remembering how many ships and how 

many human lives it had helped to save, 
Parliament, in 1706, ordered a new one to. 

be built at the public expense. The second 

Eddystone Lighthouse, constructed by 
Rudyerd, was finished in two years, and 
in 1708 was formally opened. Rudyerd’s 

edifice, like its predecessor, seems to have 

been solidly built, so far as regards its 

capability of resisting the waves ; nor did the 
winds of heaven prevail against it. It 
apparently, however, had occurred to no 

one that a lighthouse might possibly be 
consumed by fire. Thesecond Eddystone 
Lighthouse perished, all the same, by flames 

—a more ominous kind of destruction by 
far than that beneath which the first light- 
house had succumbed. The burning of the 
Eddystone Lighthouse was one of those 
catastrophes which no human. foresight 

could have kept in view as existing even 
among the distant possibilities of the future. 

But when ‘once the inside scaffolding and 
woodwork had caught fire, it was as difficult 

to extinguish the conflagration, as at sea it 

often is to put out the fire raging in the 

interior of a burningship. If a lighthouse 

could be built to withstand the united 
attacks of wind and waves, it ought to be 

easy enough to construct one. which, being 

far out at sea, would be in no danger of _


