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to seniority. Their labour is, however, not 
without intermission; they work and_ rest 

four hours alternately. Interesting and 

curious as a spectacie of this kind is, it is 

impossible to be restored to the ‘sun and 

      

    

    

  

‘t 

3 ene is well known that 
“\ on the vast South 

American plains 
; troops of wild 
SZ horses roam at 
An liberty. To catch 

these noble crea- 
tures expeditions are oc 
casionally organized. Says a 
hunter :— 

“As we cast our eyes over 
the valley, we beheld a troop of wild horses 
quietly grazirg on a green lawn about a 
mile distant to our right; while to our left, 
at nearly the same distance, were several 
buffaloes, some feeding, others reposing 
and ruminatiag among the high rich herb- 
age, under the shade of a clump of cotton- 
wood trees, 

A council of war was now held, and it 
was determined to profit by the present 
favourable opportunity, and try our hand at 
the grand hunting manceuvre which is 
called ‘rinsing the wild horse.’ This re- 
quires a large party cf horsemen, well 
mounted. They extend themselves in each 
direction singly, at certain distances apart, 
and gradually form a ring of two or three 
miles in circumference, so as to surround 
the game. This has to be done with 
extreme care, for the wild horse is the most 
readily alarmed inhabitant of the prairie, 
and scents a hunter at a great distance, if to 
windward. 

The ring being formed, twoor three hunters 
tide towards the horses, who start off in an 
opposite direction. Wherever they approach 
the bounds of the ring, however, a huntsman 
presents himself and turns them from their   

air,’ without a feeling of satisfaction ; and 
we are almost surprised to find how genial 
the sunshine is, and how beautiful the sky; 

and we drop with cheerfulness a mite into 
the poor miners’ box.” 

» RINGING THE WILD HORSE. 

course. In this way they are checked and 
driven back at every point, and kept 
galloping round and round this magic circle 
until, being completely tired down, it is 
easy for the hunters to ride up beside them 
and throw their lariats over their heads. 
The prime horses of most speed, courage, 
and bottom, however, are apt to break 

through and escape ; so that, in general, it 

is the second-rate horses that are taken. 
Preparations were now made for a hunt 

of this kind. The pack horses were taken 

into the woods, and firmly. tied to trees, 
lest, in a rush of the wild horses, they 
should break away with them. Twenty- 
five men were sent, under the command of 

a lieutenant, to steal along the edge of the 
woods, and not to advance or show them- 

selves until the horses dashed in that 
direction. Twenty-five men were sent 
across the valley to steal in like manner 
along the river bank that bordered on the 
opposite side, and to station themselves 
among the trees. A third party, of about 
the same number, was to form a line 

stretching across the lower part of the 
valley, so as to connect the two wings. 
Beattie, and our other half-bred, Antoine, 
together with the ever officious Tonish, 
were to make a circuit through the woods 
so as to get to the upper part of the valley 
in the rear of the horses, and to drive them 

forward into a kind of sack that we had - 
formed; wkile the two wings should join 

behind them and make a complete circle. 
The flanking parties wére quickly ex- 

tending themselves, like the links of a 
chain, across it, when the wild horses gave 
signs that they scented an enemy; sniffing


