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owing, probably, toits great depth at this 
point, and also to the short duration of the 
phenomena. After the 2nd of June, the 
earthquakes ceased entirely; and from the 
evening of the 5th, no more large stones 
were sentup. On the 7th, about 10 p.m., 
the vapour had disappeared ; thus the active 
period ofthe volcano only lasted seven days. 
The people were most unwilling to ap- 
proach the scene of the tumult; but at 
length the captain of a boat consented to 
take M. Fonqué—who gives a description 
of the event—towards the spot. The 
sounding-line was frequently let down, but 
no modification of the sea-bottom could be 
discovered ; nor was a trace left in the 
colour or temperature of the sea. After 
spending an hour, in the hope of discover- 
ing the object of search, they were returning 
in despair, when a boatman pointed out a 
slight boiling in the waves. A few yards 
square of the sea were evidently agitated 
by some gaseous bubbles, which broke on 
the surface of the water. By means of a 
suitable apparatus, the gas was collected, 
and found to consist chiefly of hydrogen. 

It is very possible that these phenomena 
may throw some light upon the origin of 
mountains—a subject which has much 
puzzled natural philosophers. From what 
we know of the depth of the soundings 
round St. Helena and other islands, we 
may consider them as mountains rising 
from the bed of the present ocean. The 
circumstance that marine remains are found 
at great elevations in mountains, demon- 
strates that the sea must for many ages have 
flowed at those elevations. But the apexes 
seem by their structure to have formed part 
of the original crust of the earth, unless, 
indeed, we are to suppose that in all in- 
stances they are volcanic, and have been 
raised to their present height by discharge 
of lava, and the scorice of internal local fires. 
This last seems a probable supposition, and 
in this case mountains must be regarded as 
the work of time. When raised, the return- 
ing action of the sea at their base may have 
undermined, them, and we may probably   

ascribe to their overthrow many surprising 
irregularities which appear on the surface of 
the earth. 

If the visitor to the Azores (says 
Chambers Journal) ascends the summit of 
Mount Brazil, the large volcanic cone, he 
will there see the effects of the amazing 
force of eruption in former days. It is 
evidently the production of a submarine 
volcano, as the burning matters have been 
projected mixed with the existing soil, with 
sand, and with sea-shells. All these 
materials have been welded together in 
falling back, forming layer after layer round 
the point of emission ; and now that time 
has dried and solidified them, they are 
transformed into a tufa (tuff) sufficiently 
compact to form excellent stone for build- 
ing purposes. The mountain rises steeply 
on all sides from the sea; against it the 
waves beat furiously during the frightful 
storms of winter, and detach large fragments 
every year, forming an immense rampart of 
jagged rocks, the resort of a variety of 
birds, 

It is not very difficult to ascend to the 
edge of the crater, where the eye plunges to 
the bottom of a cavity about a mile in 
diameter ; the highest points being about 
one hundred and seventy yards above it. 
There are two depressions of unequal depth, 
as if the volcano had burst out at different 
mouths. Now fields of maize cover the 
lower part of the concavity, thousands of 
beautifully bright amaryllids adorn the in- 
terior slopes, and in the autumn form splen- 
did decorations with the rosy corollas. The 

_roads are formed of a vitreous sand with 
yellowish green reflections, and black 
crystals which sparkle in the sun. This 
rich garden, such a contrast to the same 
scene thousands of years ago, is sometimes 
visited by a fearful enemy, when bands of 
locusts settle down upon it. Arriving from 
the African shore when the wind blows 
from the south-east, they land on this ad- 
vanced promontory, carrying devastation 
with them, without even touching the 
adjacent country. 

  

 


