
A SUBMARINE VOLCANO. 

HE people inhabiting the beau- 
tiful and flourishing islands of 
the Azores, which lie in the 
Atlantic, opposite the coast 
of Africa, were terribly 
alarmed in the summer of 
1867 with the outbursting of 

avolcano in the sea. Asa 
sort of preliminary to what 
might be expected to happen, 
the island of Terceira was 
shaken with some violent 

earthquakes, the maximum of whose in- 
tensity was manifested near the sea-shore ; 

the houses in a village were cracked, 
some overthrown, and the roads were 

blocked up with the wrecks of the inclos- 
ing walls, 

At eight in the morning of the rst of June, 
a most severe earthquake was felt, which 

knocked down most of the buildings that 
were still standing. Fissures were made in 
the sides of the ravines, and blocks of stone, 

detached from the mountain of Santa Bar- 
bara, rolled down the slopes. It was 
calculated that eighty houses fell on that day, 
but happily the inhabitants suffered little, 
owing to the precautions they had taken, 
a few only receiving slight wounds. Sud- 
denly, during the next night, eight powerful 
detonations, like discharges of artillery, 
were heard ; and when the dawn appeared, 
the surface of the sea presented, to a great 
distance, a yellowish green colour, and 

about three miles off the shore, an intermit- 
tent boiling, which gradually increased for 
the next few days. About nine in the 
evening they saw the water rise to a great 
height in a vertical column, three times in a 
quarter of anhour. This phenomenon was 
often repeated, increasing in size as each 
day passed, until, on the sth of June, six or 
Seven enormous columns were observed 
simultaneously, composed of warm water 
and steam rising violently from the level of     
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the sea, and only bending under the action 
of the wind at the height of many hundred 
yards, offering the appearance of a thick 
cloud of white smoke. 

The emissions of steam and water were 
always accompanied with masses of black 
scoriz, their deep colour contrasting strongly 
with the brilliant whiteness of the water- 
spouts. Some of these blocks seemed to be 
of the uncommon size of many cubic yards, 
but the greater part of the fragments were 
not larger than the hand. Those which 
happened to be in the middle of the water 
rose very high, under the pressure of the elas- 
tic fluid which surrounded them ; but when 
near the edge, they fell out, describing a 
small curve to the surface of the sea, and 
forming a ring at the foot of the fountain. 
The place where these grand phenomena 
appeared was not always the same, as the 
white column rose sometimes here and some- 
times there, but within a limited elliptical 
space of about six miles in length and one 
in breadth. Sometimes all thejets appeared 
at once, distributed on the same line, but 

at unequal distances. A sharp whistling 
sound, and terrible detonations like claps 
of thunder, redoubled by the echoes of the 
rocky coast, added to the awful character of 

the scene. To a distance of more than ten 
miles the sea was coloured with a great 
variety of tints; green, yellow, and red in 
every shade, due to the presence of iron 
in dissolution. The penetrating odour of 
sulphuric acid was very apparent, and the 
people affirmed that they saw sulphur float- 

ing on the water in the form of a yellowish 
white precipitate. It was remarkable that 
there was no trace of flame or incandescence 
even in the darkness of the night; the 

noise of the explosions could alone reveal 
the existence of the eruption. 

Though such a large mass of scoriz had 
| been thrown out, it did not rise to the level 

of the sea, and thus form a new island,


