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THE PICTORIAL CABINET OF MARVELS. 
  

swept away everything that opposed re- 

sistance. Numbers of rickyards, houses, 

and farms were uprooted and turned up- 

side down. Soon the water covered the 
villages up to the roofs of the houses. 

Pieces of furniture, swimming cattle, roofs 
of houses, floated to and fro on the surface 

of the large pool, between pieces of ice 

which threatened to crush everything. Some 
few houses remained standing; their in- 
habitants saved themselves by escaping to 
the attics or to the roofs, where they spent 
all the night and a portion of the next day 
in fear and agony, till a boat came to take 
them off. Most people ran to the dyke, 
where it was not broken, and kept there 
waiting for boats, which, however, in con- 

sequence of the darkness of the night and 
of the floating pieces of ice, could not reach 
them until the next day, and then with 
great difficulty. 

ef saving any property. Many persons had 
no time even for dressing, and fled in their 
under-clothes. Within two days, sixteen 
thriving villages were inundated, nearly 
18,000 persons driven from their homes, 
and numerous lives lost. 

All this happened while it was com- 
paratively mild weather. Some days after- 
wards a severe frost again set in, and the 
whole inundated district was covered with 
ice. Many persons from all parts of the 
country now came to witness the fearful 
spectacle. It was a strange, heart-rending 
sight—a sea of ice, as far as the eye could 
see, and here and there a top of a tree or 
a roof of a house peeping out. A traveller 
in the district visited the spot on skates, 
Having reached the place where once the 
village of Gameren stood, he saw the 
church peeping out at half its height. He 
skated through the window, over the pul- 
pit, and went out through the window on 
the opposite side of the building. 

But this was only the beginning of the 
misery. A still greater calamity was in 
store. It was to be expected that a second 
inundation would take place, when thaw 
weather again would set in. With fear and 
trembling, every one watched the ther- 
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mometer. Soon the dreaded danger 
approached. About the end of January 
the rivers again melted, and now the poor 
village Leeuwen, situated on the bank of 
the Waal, not far from the town of Tiel, 
was the disastrous spot. On the first of 
February, the cannon announced a dyke- 
break in that place, and soon at other 
places, namely, Zuilichem, Nieuwaal, etc., 
the furious element destroyed the work of 
man, At Nieuwaal, a piece of 110 yards’ 
length was cut out of the dyke, leaving an 
abyss of thirty feet depth. Some twenty 
villages, with their surrounding farms, were 
covered with water and ice. Thousands 
of families were driven from their homes. 
To rescue themselves, 3056 persons 
clustered together on an elevated spot 
scarcely spacious enough for 1000, There 
they spent several days in the open air in 
that frosty season, with no other food than 
fifty loaves of rye bread for all of them. 
Some saved themselves on floating pieces 
ofice. One family, consisting of nine per- 
sons, floated away on a piece of thirty yards’ 
dimension. In the night the piece was 
broken into two parts, and five of the family 
were severed from four. They thought 
each other lost for ever. But God held 
His hand stretched out over them. After 
two days’ floating about they met again in 
a place of refuge, where they were hospit- 
ably taken in. Most affecting accounts 
have been related of the wonderful pro- 
tection with which the merciful God pre- 
served many of those victims. Thus, a 
gitl of eight years was found on a floating 
roof, who had spent seven days and nights 
in that position. Still she was alive. She 
had subsisted on apples, which she had 
picked up while swimming along. 

Thousands of pounds were sent in from 
all parts of Holland, from Germany, from 
Belgium, from France, and from England. 
Provisions and clothes were generously 
sent to Arnheim, St. Herlogenbosh, Tiel, 
Bummel, Gorinchem, etc, where be- 
tween 30,000 and 40,000 of the victims 
were hospitably received and cared for, the 
king himself visiting the scene.


