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possess valuable medicinal properties. 
Doctors recommend it for inflammation of 

the liver and hectic fever; and it is con- 
sidered healthful food for children. <A 
syrup compounded from gelatinous portions 

of the body, with certain herbs, is sold in 
the apothecaries’ shops of Mexico as a 
mucilage beneficial in pulmonary com- 
plaints. 

Of a somewhat similar character is the 
curious mud-fish of Africa. 

Some years ago there arrived at the 
Crystal Palace, from Western Africa, four 
blocks of hard, dry, muddy clay, each about 
the size of a quartern loaf. These blocks 
of clay, each containing its own inmate, 
were sewed up separately in a canvas wrap- 
per. According to the instructions received 
from the gentleman who sent them over, 
they were placed in a tank of fresh 
water. In a short time the inner case or 
cocoon, in which one of the animals was 
immediately enclosed, floated motionless to 
the surface. In the course of a short time, 
this cocoon became agitdted—the creature 
within was evidently endeavouring to ex- 
tricate itself. After a few struggles it burst 
away, and immediately commenced to swim 
about, and then dived into the mud at the 
bottom of the tank, sheltering itself from 
observation. On the following morning two 
more had made their appearance, and in 
the course of the next day the fourth fish 
floated to the surface, dead and putrescent. 

The three living individuals were meagre, 
and about nine inches long, They began 
eagerly to feed, being supplied with earth- 
worms, small frogs, fish, and occasionally 
with raw flesh. At times they were seen to 
attack each other, and one of them, pro- 
bably in its endeavour to escape from its 
antagonist, leaped out of the tank and got 
into the large fountain-basin, where it was 
suffered to remain, among the water lilies 
and the gold-fish. The two others, remain- 
ing in the small tank, lived together on 
apparently good terms till the month of 
August, when it was discovered that one of 
them had killed its companion, and de- 
voured nearly half of it.   In three months | fried and, like eels. 

the cannibal had increased from nine inches 
to eighteen in length, so rapid was its growth. 
It was soon the sole survivor, and, though 
it was at liberty in the basin, was rarely 
seen ; at last, however, it made it appear 
ance near the surface, apparently sick, and 
finally was taken out dead. It was in splen- 
did condition, measuring twenty-eight and 
ahalf inches in length, ten inches and a 
half in circumference, and weighed four 
pounds and three-quarters. 

Mr. Bartlett says, “This creature mas- 
ticates the food much, frequently putting it 
forward almost quite-out of its mouth, and 
then gradually chewing it back again. It 
rises frequently to the surface of the water 
to breathe, and at other times supports itself 
on its fin-like appendages, and with the aid 
of its tail raises its body from the ground, 
the fins being bent or curved backwards. 
The movement of this animal is generally 
very slow, and would give one an idea that 
it was very sluggish : this, however, I have 
good reason to know is not the case, as, in 
attempting to capture the one at liberty in 
the large basin, it darted away with the 
rapidity of an arrow. I have reason also 
to believe that the animal finds its food as 
much by scené as by sight. With reference 
to the cocoon, the end covering the nose of 
the animal is rather pointed, and has an 
aperture about the size of a pin’s head, 
which I have no doubt enables it to breathe | 
during its state of torpor.” 

In its native country the mud-fish hyber- 
nates during the hot dry months in the mud 
of the swamps along the river where it 
abounds, making for itself a convenient 
cavity, in which it assumes a coiled-up 
form, and remains dormant till the return 
of the rainy season. Sometimes the case 
is almost or entirely composed of dry 
leaves, agglutinated together by the mucous 
exudation of the body. The mud-fish is found 
only in the rice fields, which are for more 
than half the year under water, and they 
are procured by the natives towards the end 
of the dry season, when they are dug out of 
the nearly dried mud. They are eaten 

have a rich oily flavour.


