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near as that the noise of the machinery 
and paddles was heard, the crews in some 

instances shrunk beneath their decks from 
the terrific sight, and left their vessels to go 

on shore; while others prostrated them- 

selves, and besought Providence to protect 

them from the approaches of the horrible 

monster which was marching on the tide, 

and lighting its path with the fires which it 

vomited.” 
In more recent times, under Napier, 

Brunel, and other famous engineers, steam 

navigation has made great strides, and the 

FISH OR 

{ NE of the most remarkable 

freaks of nature is seen in 

the case of a little creature, 

half fish, half reptile, which 

has during the last few years 

been brought to Europe 

in increasing numbers, and 

which is termed the 
axolotl, or ajolote. 

At first sight this remark- 

able creature looks like a 

; gigantic newt. At the same 

time, the possession of “‘gills,” with other 

points of similarity to the finny tribe, 

suggest its being something of a fish. Its 

size, as commonly seen, is from that of a 

sprat to a herring; but specimens have 

been taken of much greater dimensions, 

some measuring sixteen inches in length, 

its long, tapering tail included in the 

measurement. It has a large head, with 

a widely extended mouth, the tongue being 
flat, thin, and cartilaginous. In lieu of 

fins, it has four feet, somewhat like those 

of a lizard or frog, and by these it propels 
itself frog-fashion through the water. Its 
colour is a mixture of black and white, 

with some variety in the markings accord- 
ing to age and sex. 

The axolotl is an inhabitant of the great 

galt lake Tezcoco, in the Valley of Mexico ; 

  

short-sightedness of those who predicted 

that ‘no steamboat would ever answer,” 

has been fully exposed. From lochs and 

canals steamboats were soon afloat on 

rivers, and engaged on the ocean in the 

coasting trade. But even at this time men 

of science were firmly satisfied in their own 

minds that the navigation of the Atlantic 

by steam-power alone was impracticable. 

At last this idea was obliged to give way, 

and now the passage of the Atlantic is 

reckoned on with surprising certainty to a   few hours. 

REPTILE ? 

and, as far as is known, it is confined to 

this one, the water of most of the others 

being fresh, and seemingly not suitable to 

its existence. The water is extremely salt, 

and no fish can live in it, with the excep- 

tion of here and there, at the mouths of 

certain fresh-water influent streams, some 

diminutive minnow-like species, by the 

Mexicans called “juiles.” But these never 

venture out to the body of the lake, which 

is left to the axolotl, which alone finds its 

saline character congenial. 

In this Dead Sea of the western hemi- 

sphere dwells this strange animal. But, 

although having all the lake’s water to itself, 

it is not left either undisturbed or un- 

molested. Cranes, pelicans, and other 

predatory wading-birds, make war upon 

it; and it has furthermore to fear man. 

For, despite its repulsive appearance, it is 

esteemed as an article of food, and is in 

consequence an object of piscatorial capture. 

The “lake Indian,” descendant of the 

Aztecs, is its greatest enemy. He not 

only pursues it with avidity, but eats it with 

the greatest gusto; to him it is a tid-bit, a 

bonne bouche; but, indeed, others besides the 

aborigines partake of its flesh, which they 

say is white, delicate, and savoury. Skinned 

and broiled, it is not only eatable, but fairly 

palatable; while it is also supposed to  


