
THE CATACOMES OF ROME. 

known as the catacombs of St. Calixtus. The 
entrance is in some gardens adjoining the 
Appian Road, about two miles from Rome. 

Having lit the torches handed to us, we 
follow our guide, bending low through an 
arch in the tufa, into an oblong chamber, 
where a gleam of daylight struggles in 
through a distant opening in the top. The 
impressionable visitor will not enter without 
a feeling that he treads on hallowed ground, 
for there, cut in the dark grey stone, four 
graves confront him severally inscribed,— 

FABIANVS. MAR. 

ANTEROS. EPI. LVCIVS. EPIS. 

EVTICHIANVS EPIS ET MAR. 

Four bishops and martyrs of Rome—of 
the dates A.D. 235, A.D. 236, A.D. 256, A.D. 
275—are entombed in this small chapel. 
The other graves around lack superscrip- 
tions. On in the black darkness, in single 
file, through close and devious passages, 
where the torches of the foremost of the 
party are soon lost to sight, we arrive at a 
cubiculum ; in fact, we are come to aregion 
where they abound, for we pass many of 
them to the right and the left. But a visit 
to this one must suffice; it is about as 
capacious as the apse of a small church, 
only the vaulted roof is very low. We 
crowd in and bring our lights to bear on two 
glass cases, which the guide points out to us, 
wherein are laid bodies that have been taken 
from their graves. 

And these were martyrs ! so at least says 
our guide. Looking upwards away from 
this sad spectacle, we recognise, overhead, 
the gentle figure of the Good Shepherd 
painted in colours that have stood bravely 
under the corrosive touch of Time, and, 
what is more destructive in these cases, the 
smoke of visitors’ lamps. 

In the great majority of instances the 
graves consist of deep, oblong, shelflike 
incisions in the tufa, wherein, after the lower 
surface had been hollowed out a little for 
its reception, the body was placed; and 
then, when the offices had terminated, and 
friends had looked their last, the aperture 
was sealed up. In the case of a martyr a   
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palm branch, symbol of victory, was 
painted or carved outside. A little vase, 
probably a lachrymatory, for holding tears 
of grief, was often stuck on by means of 
plaster to the edge. 

There is, however, another kind of tomb, 
called arcosolium, in the construction of 
which a deeper incision was made into the 
wall; and in this, instead of the mere niche 
or shelf, you have a capacious sarcophagus 
hollowed into the lower surface of thecutting, 
while over it is anarch fashioned in the stone. 
The remains of Christians held in high 
repute were usually deposited here ; though 
sometimes an arcosolium was appropriated 
for the burial of a family, in which case two 
or three shelves were excavated in the tufa 
beyond the sarcophagus, under the arch. 

Oftenastrip of marbleor fragment of stone 
was substituted for the ordinary Roman tile 
in sealing the tombs ; for the latter fabric 
though cheap and easily procurable, was 
not so well adapted to take inscriptions ; and 
it soon became the custom to write the name 
of the dead, his age, and other particulars, 
on the outer covering to his grave. 

The following is one of the earliest 
inscriptions whose date is indicated; a 
translation alone is given for brevity’s sake : 

“IN THE TIME OF HADRIAN, EMPEROR, 

MARIUS, YOUTHFUL MILITARY COMMANDER, 

WHO LIVED ENOUGH, SINCE HE SPENT HIS 

LIFE AND BLOOD FOR CHRIST, IN PEACE.” 

Hadrian became emperor A.D. 117, about 

twenty years after the death of the Apostle 
John. . 

We meet withseveral epitaphs which record 
how.long the separated (husband or wife) 
lived happily with the mourner in wedlock, 
without so much as one quarrel! In most 

instances the age of the dead is specified 
even to days: 

“ Thou hast fallen toosoon, Constantia ! admirabla 

(pattern) of beauty and grace ! who lived xviii. years, 
vi. months, xvi. days. In peace.” 

It is rather amusing to detect here and 
there, in the wording of inscriptions, traces 
of a defective aspirate in use among the 
early Christians of Rome; a prototype, in


