
THE BABOON. 

northern parts of Abyssinia, and is also 

found in Asia, in Arabia, and Persia. 

The tribe of dog-faced baboons have long 

tails; but Africa also boasts a race almost 

destitute of that appendage—a race, accord- 

ing to our notions of beauty, of almost 

appalling ugliness. Baboons, like all 

monkeys, are very expert at climbing, 

though they do not frequent trees so much 

as rough and stony ground ; they are also 

more four-footed than many of their con- 

geners, and are swift on level ground. 

“Their paces” says the Rev. Mr. Wood, 

“are generally of two kinds: a walk when 

they are at leisure and uninterrupted in 

their proceedings, and a gallop when they 

are alarmed or otherwise hurried. The 

walk is remarkable for its jaunty imperti- 

nence, and must be seen before it can be 

properly appreciated. There is an easy, 

undulating swagger of the whole person, 

and a pretentious carriage of the tail, that, 

aided by the quick cunning blink of the 

little deep-set eyes, imparts an irresistible 

air of effrontery to the animal. Their pace, 

when hurried, is a gallop, somewhat resem- 

bling that of a dog.” Active to a degree, 

and furnished with powerful limbs, they are 

no despicable antagonists when provoked. 

They are of a dark brown colour, and have 

long hair, Their food is principally roots 

and fruits; it is said that they will eat 

scorpions, which they deprive of their stings. 

The baboon was worshipped by the 

ancient Egyptians, and many of their 

preserved bodies have been found amongst 

the mummies. “Apes” are mentioned 

twice in the Scriptures, as having been 

brought to Solomon by the navy of Hiram 

(x Kings x. 22; 2 Chron. ix. 21); and as 

the Israelites were acquainted with the kinds 

found in North Africa, Nubia, Ethiopia, 

and certain districts of Arabia, it is most 

probable that baboons were among them. 

Solomon was fond of studying natural 

history (1 Kings iv. 33), and such a striking 

animal as the baboon would no doubt be   
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added to his menagerie. Specimens are 

often brought to Europe, but do not usually 

live long, the climate being too severe. 

Captain Drayton gives the following graphic 

account of the habits of the baboon :— 

“Suddenly I heard a hoarse cough, and 

on turning saw indistinctly in the fog a queer 

little cld man standing near and looking at 

me. I instinctively cocked my gun, as the 

idea of bushmen and poisoned arrows 

flashed across my mind. The old man 

instantly dropped on his hands, giving 

another hoarse cough, that evidently told a 

tale of consumptive lungs; he snatched up 

something beside him, which seemed to 

leap upon his shoulders, and then he 

scampered up the ravine on_all-fours. 

Before half this performance was completed, 

I had discovered my mistake ; the little old 

man turned into an ursine baboon with an 

infant ditto, who had come down the kloof 

to drink. A large party of the old gentle- 

man’s family were sitting up the ravine, and 

were evidently holding a debate as to the 

cause of my intrusion. Some of the old 

ladies had their olive branches in their 

laps, and appeared to be ‘ doing their hair,’ 

while a patriarchal old fellow paced back- 

wards and forwards with a fussy, important 

sort of look. ‘Two or three young baboons 

sat close behind him watching his proceed- 

ings: sometimes with the most grotesque 

movements and expressions they would 

stand directly in his path, and hobble away 

only at the last moment. One daring 

youngster followed close on the heels of the 

patriarch during the whole length of his 

beat, and gave a sharp tug at his tail as he 

was about to turn. The old fellow seemed 

to treat it with the greatest indifference. 

scarcely turning round at theinsult. Master 

Impudence was about repeating the per- 

formance, when the pater suddenly sprang 

round, and catching the young one before 

he could escape, gave him two or three 

such cuffs that I could distinctly hear the 

screams.” 

 


