
LHE FLOATING DOCK OF BERMUDA. 

in circumference, were at once. passed be- 
*ween the vessels, and the squadron started 
down Channel. These hawsers were se- 
cured to the riding-bits in the cut-water 
deck, with which the dock had been fitted, 
and which formed part of the original 
design for rendering her navigable. This 
deck projected 24 feet, and was sloped 
away on the under side, so as to offer the 
least possible resistance to her progress ; 
the after end of the dock was rounded off 
in a similar manner. 

The squadron made its way slowly down 
Channel, the Agéncourt and Northumberland 
harnessed tandem fashion, in front of the 
Bermuda, and the Terrible partly steaming 
and partly towing astern to keep the huge 
mass from yawing. The Buzzard and Ae- 
dusa, soon afterwards relieved by the Hei 
con and Lapwing, took up their positions on 
either side, acting as a sort of police to warn 
off any vessels that might approach dan- 
gerously near to this strange ocean proces- 
sion. Such an extraordinary vessel, if we 
may call her so, had never ventured on the 
dangers of the deep; the decks of her high 
sides were at about the elevation of the 
mizentop of the Ag/ncourt, and outside the 
house which served as the captain’s cabin 
was a regular flower garden, in which sweet 
peas, mignonette, and other common flowers 
flourished, giving to the place more the 
appearance of an Australian shanty in the 
bush than of anything appertaining to ship- 
board, 

The hydrographer to the Admiralty had 
laid down a track which was carefully ad- 
hered to by the squadron ; it was based, as 
was the date of sailing, on the most careful 
consideration of probable wind and weather, 
and the result showed how soundly statisti- 
cal knowledge of this sort may be applied. 
During the whole of her voyage, which 
lasted thirty-six days, nothing but the finest 
weather was met with ; all circumstances, 
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with good management, contributed to a 
prosperous conclusion, and the Bermuda 
was towed into Grassy Bay, off Ireland 
Island, and rode at anchor opposite the 
camber in which her life is to be passed. 
Since leaving the Medway there had been 
no accident to life or limb, although the 
clearing of the tackle often involved very 
dangerous service. The vessels towing her 
had been managed with a skill and delicacy 
only appreciable by those who know how 
much may depend in the crisis of an under- 
taking of this sort upon a few spokes of the 
wheel or turns of the screw. The last few 
miles were the most anxious of the whole 
voyage, and the currents of the Narrows, 
the tortuous and shallow channel, involved 
great risk; the ironclads drew too much 
water to be used here, and the Bermuda 
évinced at one time a disposition to start on 
her own account for Halifax, taking the 
Zerrible, which was doing her best to per- 
suade the dock to face the Narrows, in tow. 
However, after such a day’s expenditure of 
tackle as has rarely been equalled in naval 
annals, the monster was coaxed into sub- 

mission, and passed into the harbour all 
safe, 

The only place touched at in the voyage 
was Porto Santo, in the Madeira group, 
where the Agincourt and Northumberland 
gave place to the Warrior and Black Prince. 
The highest speed ever attained was six and 
a half knots ; but this involved a great con- 
sumption of coal, the husbanding of which 
was one of the chief necessities of the expe- 
dition. The senior officer was most unre- 
mitting in the careful performance of his 
duty ; day and night, all through the voyage, 
flags, semaphores, and lanterns were at 

work, and the signalmen of the squadron 
had little rest; every contretemps was fore- 
seen, and defeated by some new expedient, 
and the whole conduct of the expedition 
was without a single mistake,


