
{ NE of the most remarkable 
engineering constructions 
of our day is the floating 
dock of Bermuda. A dock 
capable of receiving large 
vessels of war had long 
been felt to be a great want 
in Bermuda. The porous 
nature of the rock hindered 
the construction of a stone 
basin in the usual way. It 
was at length determined 

by Colonel Clarke, director of works of the 
navy, to construct at home an iron dock, 
to be floated, when complete, to its desti- 
nation. 

The dock was commenced in August, 
1866, and was finished in May, 1869, at a 
cost of about a quarter of a million sterling. 
By Midsummer day all the fittings were 
complete, and the strange floating monster 
was ready for the voyage. 

As the construction of the Bermuda was 
a wonder of engineering and mechanical 
skill, so her conveyance was a triumph of 
nautical achievement. Though open at 

_ both ends, and the sides towering above 
the water as high as the tops of a frigate, 
and drawing only rz feet 2 inches, the pas- 
sage was made with complete success, and 
the dock was in time safely moored in Ber- 
muda, 

The Bermuda was fitted with a gigantic 
rudder, and two light wooden bridges were 
thrown across her for purposes of naviga- 
tion ; lighthouses, semaphores for signalling 
to her consorts by day, and flashing lanterns 
for night work, were supplied to her; she 
was also provided with’ steam whistles and 
guns in case of fog, and at each corner was 
fixed a lightning conductor. Her crew con- 
sisted of 82 hands, under a staff commander 
and other officers, and were quartered in 
several of the upper watertight compart- 
ments, which were fitted as cabins. As 
these had no ports, their ventilation was   
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only such as the hatchways afforded, and 
in hot weather the “’tween decks” of the 
dock were almost unbearable Her high 
sides were decked with wood, and afforded 
fair walking room, but by descending 53 
feet of ladders her floor could be reached, 
and its clear space of 110 yards in length 
was a famous exercise ground. 

The Bermuda was sent to sea without 
her caissons, which weigh about 400 tons, 
and are used to close up each end of the 
dock after a vessel has been received upon 
her floor. These, having been made and 
fitted in England, were conveyed in pieces 
to Bermuda, and there riveted together by 
a body of workmen sent out for that pur- 
pose by the contractor. Even without them 
the dock weighed 8,200 tons, and although 
when the wind was fair a sort of sail or 
curtain was set between her sides, neither 
this nor her ponderous rudder was found 
to be of much assistance.. She had to trust 
entirely, both for towing and steering, to 
the engines of the men-of-war appointed to 
convey her to her destination. The vessels 
selected carried, perhaps, the most power- 
ful machinery afloat, and, by the skilful 
application of competent strength, the 
Bermuda was moved through the water at 
an average speed of about five knots an 
hour. ’ 

Slipping her moorings in the Medway, 
she was taken in tow by six tugs, and pro- 
ceeded to the rendezvous at the Nore, 
where the ironclads (Vorthumberiand and 
Agincourt were in waiting to pick her up. 
The Terrible, whose paddle-wheels have 
done good service in various parts of the 
world, steamed astern and-in tow of the 
dock, for the double purpose of steering 
and of acting as a check upon her should 
she prove unruly. The work of attaching 
the dock to the Northumberland was 
quickly accomplished. She was brought 
under the ironclad’s stern; the immense 
hawsers, 620 feet in length and 26 inches 

 


