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the ownership of valuable estates, and 

where there exists a desire to get rid of an 

obnoxious will, the fireplace furnishes the 

easiest and most effectual means of so 

doing. The number of wills thus surrep- 

titiously destroyed is probably not large, a 

considerable percentage of missing wills 

being traceable to accident, neglect, or over- 

caution on the part of those making them. 

There is a story of a Lincolnshire gentle- 

man who came up to town for the purpose 

of consulting a solicitor relative to preparing 

a will. The document was duly drawn up, 

witnessed, and signed, and the testator 

prepared to return home. Before he could 

leave London he was taken ill, and being 

fearful of mislaying the paper, he placed it 

in a small travelling bag which lay upon the 

table. Feeling better the next morning, he 

proceeded on his journey, but had scarcely 

entered his house when his illness returned, 

and in a few hours he found himself at the 

point of death. Calling his family around 

him, he told them the object of his journey 

to London, and bade them open the bag 

in which he had deposited the will. They 

complied with his request, but no document 

was to be found. He was thunderstruck, 

and told them that it must have been left 

at the inn where he had been staying while 

in London. After his death the legal 

representative of the family proceeded to 

town, and instituted a rigorous search for 

the missing will. It was not to be found, 

and the landlord was about to be given 

into custody on suspicion of having stolen 

the document, when a messenger arrived 

post haste from Lincolnshire with the 

intelligence that the will had been dis- 

covered in one of the pockets of the 

deceased man’s travelling coat, having 

apparently been placed there in a moment 

of forgetfulness. 
In another case the testator, who was 

notorious for his careless habits, neglected 

“to place his will in a place of security, 

allowing it to remain among the loose   

papers and pamphlets in his study. After 
his death the will could not be found, and 

the various members of the family were 

commencing law proceedings for the en- 

forcement of their respective claims, when 

it was ascertained that the testator had 

disposed of a quantity of newspapers 

shortly before his decease. After consider 

able difficulty the purchaser was traced, 

but in the meantime he had disposed of 

the paper to several retail customers 

These were hunted up, and among the 

scraps discovered in their possession were 

found several pieces of paper, which, when 

joined together, proved to be the missing 

will. 
But over-caution frequently occasions in- 

conveniences fully as great as those pro- 

duced by carelessness. In one of the 

Midland counties a _ wealthy solicitor 

deposited his will in a cash-box, which he 

kept in a large safe in his private office. 

Every week he carefully examined the box 

for the purpose of ascertaining whether the 

document was in its place. After a long 

illness, during which he had frequently re- 

quested his confidential servant to inspect 

the inside of the safe, and assure himself 

that the cash-box had not been removed, 

he told his wife of the existence of the wiil, 

but when the funeral was over it was found 

that the cash-box had disappeared. Two 

or three months afterwards it was discovered 

in the bed of a pond which had become 

suddenly dried up. Subsequent inquiries 

elicited the fact that the safe had been 

‘opened by means of false keys by one ot 

the junior clerks, who had supposed from 

the caution displayed with respect to the 

contents of the cash-box that they were of 

a highly valuable character. On becoming 

aware of his mistake, he, in a paroxysm of 

mortification and alarm, threw the box into 

the place where it lay securely hidden until 

the receding water revealed it to the gaze 

of those who had given up the missing 

receptacle and its contents as lost. 

 


