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countries are separated by deserts extend- 
ing for hundreds of miles, with only here 

and there a few prickly bean-caper shrubs 

(Zygophyllum), and hardly a blade of grass 
to relieve the eye—nothing but barren 

recks and burning sands—intervals, there- 
fore, as impassable as though the sea rolled 

its waves between them. Some special 
means must be provided, and accordingly, 

an animal is found there which answers 
every purpose; the camel, well named by 

the Arabs the “ ship of the desert,” as no 

other animal can cross these wastes and 
live. He alone possesses those powers of 
endurance necessary for such a journey. 

The coarse, prickly shrubs growing there 

are to him the most delicious food, and 
even of these he eats but little. There is a 
great scarcity of water in the desert, and he 

can travel several days without it ; because, 
when he has a chance of quenching his 
thirst, he always provides for such emer- 
gencies by storing away a quantity in his 
stomach. He thus carries his own spring 
when travelling in countries without one, 
from which he draws at pleasure as much 
as he requires. The foot of the camel is 
broad and cushion-like, beautifully formed 

so as to ensure him ease and comfort in his 
tread; he is thus enabled to walk without 

fatigue over the yielding sands and hard 
gravelly soils of the desert, even when 
heavily loaded. 

The load of the camel varies from 600 
to 1ooo lbs., according to his strength and 
the distance which he has to go. These 
animals are taught from infancy to kneel 
down to receive their load or their rider, 
and consequently the joints of their legs 
and their breast, by coming into frequent 
contact with the ground, acquire in course 
of time remarkable callosities, Kneeling 
is also their natural posture when in a 
state of repose, their legs being flexed 
beneath the body, and their breasts resting 
upon the ground. When overloaded, the 
camel testifies against the injustice by 

  
  

loud cries, and obstinately refuses to rise, 
even when severely beaten. It would seem 
that the poor animal does not find much 
mercy under such circumstances; that he 
is frequently treated most inhumanly by 
his driver; and that heavy galling loads 
and meagre fare are most frequently his 
appointed portion. 3 

But even the fare of the desert, scanty as 
it is, may fail; and when this is the case, 

the hump, which strikes the eye as a 
deformity, becomes very valuable. It is, 
in fact, a reservoir of nutriment, and its 
fatty mass is gradually absorbed into the 
system, which thus receives the nourishment 

which is denied around. When the hump 
disappears, rest and plenty of good food 
are absolutely necessary to restore it to its 
former size, which does not take place till 

the other parts of the body of the camel 

have been well replenished. Before com- 
mencing a journey, therefore, particular 
attention is paid to the state of the hump; 
for, until this is in a satisfactory state, the 

camel driver well knows that the animal is 
not in good travelling condition. When in 
harbour, therefore, and undergoing repairs, 

this living Arab ship is liberally stored with 
food, and brought again into sailing order 
as speedily as possible. The camel is daily 
fed with balls of barley-meal mixed with 
powdered dates, made into a sort of paste, 

which food, even after the voyage is re- 
sumed, is also given at every halting-place, 
so long as the supply lasts. é 

The gentle disposition and sweet temper 

of the camel is quite as imaginary as its 
speed; for the creature is truly an ill- 

conditioned and morose beast, ever apt to 
bite, and so combative as to engage in 

terrible conflicts with its own species as 
soon as it is relieved of its load. Taking 
advantage of this disposition, the native 
chiefs will often amuse themselves by 

combats between fighting camels, which are 

trained for the purpose, like the fighting 
tigers and buffaloes of India. 

 


