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all animals the camel is 
_ perhaps the mast uncouth 

in shape and farthest from 
our idea of symmetry and 
beauty; and yet the. most 
superficial observer cannot 
but .be struck with the 
exquisite manner in which 
the creature has been en- 
dowed with the qualities 
needful for the peculiar 
circumstances amid which 

it dwells. In the sandy wastes there are 
few landmarks, but with a long neck like 
.an ostrich its line of vision stretches afar. 
Its eye projects, and surveys the horizon, 
and detects the well or prickly shrub when 
far from human view ; while the heavy brow 
overhangs the eyeball, shielding it from the 
direct glare of the sun in a burning sky. 
The fine particles of sand with which the 
air of the desert is loaded would to animals 
with wide and open nostrils occasion the 
greatest suffering; but the nostrils of the 
camel are in the form ofslits, which it can 
close or open at will, and are provided 
with a fringe of long hairs. The foot is 
divided into two toes, each having a horny 
tip ; an-elastic pad or cushion, constituting 
the main part upon which the pressure falls, 
spreads broadly beneath, connecting them 
together, but leaving the points free. On 
pressing the ground the elastic cushion ex- 
pands, and the toes diverge, enabling the 
creature to tread over the yielding desert 
or the hard and arid plain with almost 
equal comfort. ‘The large incisor teeth are 
admirably adapted for cropping the tough 
and prickly herbage of the desert ; while 
in the humps of its back and the cells of 
tts stomach it has a reserve of nutrition 
which enables it to travel for several days 
without food or drink. According to Dr. 
Robinson, the ordinary speed of the bur- 
den camel is from two to three miles an     
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hour; but the pace of the dromedary is 
from five to six. Burckhardt relates an 
instance in which a camel carried its rider 
one hundred and fifteen miles in eleven 
hours; and Colonel Chesney, of the British 
army, rode from Basrah to Damascus, a 
distance of nine hundred and sixty miles, 
in nineteen days and four hours, averaging 
fifty miles a day, the animals getting no 
food but such as they gathered for them- 
selves during the halts of the party. 

An important religious ceremony, called 
the Festival of the Bukra Eade, was at one 
time held annually by the Mahomedans in 
Delhi. In commemoration of Abraham’s 
sacrifice of his sona camel was slaughtered 
by the king. With great pomp the mon- 
arch, surrounded by his nobles, rode from 
the palace to the Eade gate. After the 
customary devotions the camel was tightly 
bound, and the king with a sharp spear 
pierced the poor brute and caused its in- 
stant death, He then retired with his 
court to a large tent, and when all were 
solemnly arranged in their places, his 
majesty presented to each assembled guest 
a piece of fried camel’s flesh, which -was 

_received and eaten in silence in honour 

of Abraham’s memorable sacrifice. 
This striking observance is exceedingly 

interesting to the Bible student. We 
see in it areflected proof of the historic 
credibility of the Bible. It testifies to 
the existence of Abraham; while, without 
an uninterrupted tradition among the Arab 
tribes of that patriarch’s extraordinary act 
of selfdenial and submission to God, it 
would seem impossible that the ceremony 
here described could ever have become 
incorporated with the Mahomedan faith. 

It is difficult to conceive how the affairs 
of mankind could be carried on in the 
regions inhabited by camels without their 
assistance. Toa very considerable extent 
the inhabited and settled parts of eastern


