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Kitto should see this lady ; and the inter- 
view led to an intimacy. Ultimately they 
were married, on the 21st of September, 
1833. They took up their residence in 
Islington ; and the union proved a happy 
one in every sense. 

Thus far the life of Mr. Kitto had been 
one of severe trial, sorrow, privations, and 
change. For a few years subsequently he 
enjoyed repose, happiness, and quiet, con- 
stant home labour. The history of the 
twenty years after his marriage is little more 
than a history of his works. His connec- 
tion with the Useful Knowledge Society 
led to one with Mr. Charles Knight, who 
entrusted to him certain portions of the 
Lenny Cyclopedia. Tis engagements, how- 
ever, did not satisfy him; he longed for 
some medium through which he could 
place before the public the knowledge he 
had made it his business especially to 
acquire; and he found it at last in the 
Lictorial Bible. This work was commenced 
at the end of 1835, and was completed 
in May, 1838. How well he discharged 
his duties is best evinced by the popularity 
of the work.* 

The Pictorial Bible was followed by 
numerous other works, issued by various 
publishers, which required deep thought 
and close application. His hours of em- 
ployment were frequently from 4 and 5 a.m. 
till 9 and ro at night; with intervals of 
domestic enjoyment certainly with his 
family, but with none of those recreations 
which we think are necessary to prevent 
the health of the literary man from entirely 
succumbing. But though he lived retired, 
he was not unnoticed. In 1844 the Uni- 
versity of Giessen conferred upon him the 
degree of Doctor in Divinity. The same 
year the Society of Antiquaries admitted 
him a member. In 1850 a pension of 
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Aloo per annum was conferred upon him, 
from the Royal Literary Fund; and in 
1853, when he was fast sinking under 
disease, £1,800 were subscribed for his 
aid, of which about £600 were expended 
before his death; and £41,200 have been 
invested for the benefit of his widow and 
two surviving children, the eldest and 
youngest dying before their father. That 
father, having completed his last work, left. 
England, with his wife and family, in 
August, 1854, in search of that health 
which was never more to return to him. 
He fixed his abode at Cannstatt, in Wiir- 
temburg. There, on the 25th of November, 
Dr. Kitto expired; and there he is in- 
terred, a neat monument to his memory 
having been erected over his grave by 
his friend, and the publisher of his last 
work, Mr. Oliphant. 

Such is a brief record of the life of one 
of the most remarkable “Men of our 
Time”—one who owed little to educa- 
tion, much to himself, aided and upheld 
by that Divine help on which, from his 
earliest years, he appears implicitly to have 
relied. In the words of his biographer, 
“In whatever aspect we view him he is a 
wonder. It is a wonder that he rose in 
life at all, a wonder that he acquired so 
much ; and that he wrote so much is yet 
a higher wonder.” There is no one, how- 
ever discouraging the circumstances in 
which he may be placed, to whom his 
example does not hold out strong en- 
couragement, and an inducement not to 

despair; for, in his own words, his life 
evidently proves “that there is no one so 
low but that he may rise, no condition so 
cast down as to be really hopeless, and no 
privation which need of itself shut out any 
man from the paths of honourable exertion, 
or from the hope of usefulness in life.” 

* We may here say, as an instance of the popularity of Dr. Kitto’s works, that of one edition o 
his Bible (the “ Pictorial Family Bible”) the present publisher boasts of a sale of 100,000 copies, and, 
from our knowledge of its usefulness, we readily concede the assertion.


