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should write a course of lectures to deliver 
to the boys. ‘* What!” he soliloquised, 

after this proposal was made to him, “I, 

John Kitto, to write lectures to be read to 
the boys! Mr. Burnard seems to think me 

competent to it, too!” His greatest trial 

while in the house was the loss of his 

grandmother. 

Better days were in store for him. Some 

essays that he had sent to the Plymouth 

Weekly Journal excited the attention of 

Mr. Harvey, an eminent mathematician of 

the town, who procured for him the post 
of sub-librarian to the Plymouth Public 

Library. At this time he commenced 

studying Latin, and. also thought of “ pos- 

sessing himself of Greek,” of which he 

ultimately acquired a competent know- 

ledge. 

Various schemes were now formed for 
his benefit. His own inclination pointed 

strongly to a missionary life. Before any 

conclusion was arrived at, Mr. Groves, a 

dentist, of Exeter, having seen some letters 

which Kitto had sent to the editor of the 

IVestern Luminary, made an offer to in- 

struct him in the profession of a dentist. 

His offer was accepted, and Kitto re- 

moved to Exeter in 1824, where, in the 

spring of 1825, his first publication— 

Essays and Letters, by John Kitto—appear- 

ed, being patronised by a list of above 

400 subscribers. Soon after, Mr. Groves 

obtained for Kitto admission to the Church 

Missionary College at Islington, for the 

purpose of. learning the art of printing, 

that he might “take part as a printer in the 
great missionary enterprise.” Mr. Groves 

undertook to pay 450 per annum towards 
his expenses; and the deaf “Atérateur, 

having been already a barber, bricklayer, 

shoemaker, and dentist, was now to add 

another profession to his list. He removed 

to Islington in July, 1825; and eagerly 

endeavoured to learn the occupation of a 

compositor, under Mr. Watts, who was 

then at the head of the printing-office of 

the Church Missionary Society. In June, 

1827, he went out to Malta, as one of the 

Society’s printers. 
  

Two years later, when ; commission 

he returned to England, he found that a 
lady to whom he had been engaged to be 
married had proved faithless, and had 
married another, The intelligence of this 

event, received at Malta, caused him to 

keep his room for two days. He never 
saw the lady again. She died shortly after 
his return, expressing her regret for the 

wrong she had done him. 

Kitto had for many years longed to 
engage in missionary enterprise. “I had 
even thought,” he says, ‘of plans to enable 

me to visit Asia, and the ground conse- 
crated by the steps of the Saviour! Even 

now, notwithstanding my deafness, it would 

not be impracticable, if some kind gentle- 

man, on his travels, would permit me to be 

his (though not expert) faithful servant.” 
His wish was met in a way which he did 

not expect. Mr. Groves asked him to join 

in his enterprise, and that, not as his 

servant, but as tutor to his sons. He con- 

sented ; and on the roth of June, 1829, 

the party left England for Bagdad, wd St. 

Petersburg ; arriving at the former city on 

the 6th of December. At Bagdad, Mr. 

Kirto and his friends encountered the 

horrors of an inundation, a pestilence (of 

which Mrs. Groves died), and a siege, 

after which time passed more pleasantly ; 

and during the years that he resided there, 

Mr. Kitto made marked progress, both in 

spiritual and temporal learning. He left 

Mr. Groves and Bagdad on the roth of 

September, 1832, and returned to England 

by Trebizond, visiting Hamadan, Teheran, 

Erzeroum, and other Eastern cities, and 

everywhere adding to his store of infor- 

mation, especially directing his inquiries 

to Biblical antiquities. Soon after his 

arrival in this country, he became a con- 

tributor to the Penny Magazine, published 

by the Society for Diffusing Useful Know- 

ledge. This engagement was followed by 

his marriage. On the voyage home, Mr. 

Shepherd, a fellow-passenger, died. This 

gentleman was to have been married, had 

he reached England, to a Miss Fenwick. 

It was necessary, in order to execute a 

from Mr. Shepherd, that Mr.


